EEE EE EF EF 7 


Fronts tht, 


- 
”- 
— — 


CELLS 


4 
, 


% 
* 


8 % 

S% 
IG 
9 

* 


I} 
% 


2 


— a — —— - 
: 222 * 


— erer 
— ! 


— O94 


— 


— ” 


— 


— — 


He Via fertur ad Aſtra , 


ce NT. . 45. 


EEE EE EF EF 7 


Fronts tht, 


- 
”- 
— — 


CELLS 


4 
, 


% 
* 


8 % 

S% 
IG 
9 

* 


I} 
% 


2 


— a — —— - 
: 222 * 


— erer 
— ! 


— O94 


— 


— ” 


— 


— — 


He Via fertur ad Aſtra , 


ce NT. . 45. 


f 


FW, 


T BH BE 


11 


A 


R HAP s O D v. 
V-0 Hb. 


Habet et Muſca Splenem. sor. 


To expoſe Vice, and make people laugh with 
Innocence, does more public ſervice than all 
the Miniſters of State from Adam to Walpole. 

SWIFT. 


LONDON: 


Printed for L. Davis and C. RzYmEns, in Holborn ; 
T. Dav1zs, in Covent-Garden ; and R. BaLDwin, 
in Pater-noſter-Row. 


MDCCLXVIL 


S f. 22888 
. 
Atti tt e 


0 


—_— 


- HE red emmets, however, 
who were employed in the 
collecting and gathering red 


chips in the neighbouring parts, quickly 
obſerved, that the inferior ſort of brown 
ants, who are the moſt valuable part in 
every induſtrious and mercantile commu- 
nity, were by this method of traffic ſub- 
ject to great and violent oppreſſions. 
They, therefore, went privately to pay 
ſome of them a viſit, and took the liberty 


to tell them that they were ſcandalouſly 
Vox. II. B abuſed 


- 
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. 
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abuſed and impoſed upon : that their go- 
vernors, their officers, and overſeers, were 
nothing better than a pack of grand vil- 
lains and raſcals : that they picked their 
pockets in a moſt infamous manner, with- 
out the leaſt remorſe and ſhame : that if 
they would now and then, when they 
came upon that coaſt to gather chips, 
bring them a little of that ſhining fand, 
they would give them twice as much, and 
twice as good of any thing they wanted, 
as their fellow-ſubjets would condeſcend 
to give them, and get a better profit to, 
themſelves into the bargain. 


& Propoſals of ſuch mutual advantage 
as theſe appeared to be, you may naturally 
ſuppoſe would be moſt readily agreed to 
by every ant that had common ſenſe, or 
the leaſt pretences to a common under- 
ſtanding, or the ſmalleſt {kill in the nature 
of trade and commerce ; and accordingly 


the agreement was carried into execution- 
for 
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for a conſiderable time, to the mutual ad- 
vantage of the private inhabitants of both 
hillocks, and the vaſt encreaſe of their 
private hoards and granaries, till the 
grandees of the brown colony perceiving 
they had not ſo good a market for their 
commodities (the ſale of which they had 
engrofled to themſelves) as they uſed to 
have, took the alarm, and reſolved to 
ſearch into the matter, and, upon examina- 
tion, found the fact to be as I have re- 
lated. 


No ſooner had they made the import- 
ant diſcovery, than they reſolved to lodge 
a moſt violent and virulent oomplaint be- 
fore their ſovereign lord the king, ſet- 
ting forth, that his majeſty's liege ſub- 
jects in their parts, and their red neigh- 
bours had entered into a ſecret combina- 
tion, under the artful pretence of gather- 
ing red chips upon their coaſts, to pick 
his majeſty's pocket in a moſt ſhameful 

B 2 manner, 
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manner, and engroſs all the ſhining 
ſand in the country to themſelves; ſo that, 
in all probability, in a little time, if they 
were ſuffered to go on as they had done, 
they ſhould not be able, with all their 
fidelity, to ſave the leaſt bit for his own. 


private benefit, uſe, and advantage, or the 


ſupport of his table: that, therefore, it 
behoved him, both for his honour, his 
credit, and his intereſt, to exert the pow- 
ers which. God had given him to remedy 
theſe miſchiefs, that his good and faith- 
ful dependents, officers and ſervants, might 
not be reduced to poverty; and his mean, 
beggarly ſubjects, by ſuch. miſtaken poli- 
tics, be allowed to roll and wallow them- 
ſelves in riches, happineſs, and plenty: 
that the beſt method he could- hit upon 
would be to ſend a private order to his ſe- 
veral viceroys and governors at the weſt 
end of his dominions, to ſeize all the car- 
riages of the red emmets they could meet 
with, and rifle them of all they had, and 

by 
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by ſuch rigorous meaſures intimidate them 


from coming near his majeſty's dominions, 
with any ſuch wicked and villainous in- 
tentions ; for by this means they doubted 
not to engroſs all the trade of the colony 
into their own hands, as they had done be- 
fore, and be enabled ſoon to ſave all the 


ſhining ſand of the ſettlement for them- 


ſelves and their maſter. 


c The advice was wonderfully reliſhed 
at the brown ant court. The orders were 
diſpatched, and the red emmets were plun- 
dered wherever any of them could be 
catched, 


& This occaſioned a vaſt variety of 


complaints and ſquabbles, and ſome rup- 


tures from time to time, between the two 


7 colonies, until, upon the concluſion of the 


laſt great ſquabble, it was mutually agreed 
on both ſides, that the red ants ſhould 
have an abſolute right to gather red chips 
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in that part of the country in what man- 
ner they pleaſed ; but at the ſame time 
their governors ſhould promiſe for them, 
and ſtake their good faith for the perform- 
ance, that they ſhould have no manner of 
intercourſe at all with the brown ants in 
the neighbourhood, to the prejudice of 
his brown majeſty, his viceroys, or his 
agents, upon any account, or for any con- 
ſideration whatever, but only quietly ga- 
ther their chips and away. 


This ſtipulation appears accordingly 
to have been agreed to, however con- 
trary to the maxims of ſound policy and 
prudence, by the influence of ſome few 
noble red ants, who had wriggled them- 
ſelves with vaſt art into the favour of their 
ſovereign, to the great diſſatisfaction, diſ- 
guſt, and uneaſineſs of the private ſubjects 
of both colonies, who were thus deprived 
of. the greateſt mutual advantage and be- 
nefit that can poſſibly be obtained by trade 

and 
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and merchandize, a mutual exchange of 
the ſuperfluities of each colony upon even 
and equitable terms. 


4 In order to put this ſecret article 
into mote complete execution, it was alſo 
privately ſtipulated and agreed upon by 
the junto of red emmets then in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the power and favour of the ſo- 
vereign, that an order ſhould be ſent to 
the weſt end of the hillock, to all the red 
ants who dwelt in thoſe parts, com- 
manding, that they preſumenot any longer, 
upon any account, to carry away any of 
their ſuperfluities, or their rubbiſh, how- 
ever they may be cumbered with them, 
to any other hillock but their own ; and 
particularly that they ſhould not, upon 
any account, dare to trade either with the 
white or the brown emmets, or furniſh them 
with the leaſt ſtick of wood, or morſel of 
victuals, not even to keep them from 


ſtarving, however advantageous it might 
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be to the granaries of both, and to the 
public emolument of that part of the co- 
lony where they inhabited, that they might 
have no pretence to charge us any longer 
with ſtealing their ſhining ſand, upon any 
conſideration ; but rather leave it to the 
frogs which ſwarmed about them, than 
to be guilty of ſuch baſe and unmannerly 
practices, 


& It is alſo thought to have been fur- 
ther agreed upon by the ſaid junto, that 
at the next great meeting of the general 
aſſembly of the colony, a certain decree 
ſhould be drawn up, and by their weight 
and influence carried into execution, the 
more effectually to enforce theſe ſalutary 
meaſures, and to convince their honeſt 
and candid neighbours, the white and 
brown emmets, that they valued their 
own good faith, integrity, and private pro- 
miſes, infinitely above the mean and pal- 
try conſiderations of their country's wel- 

fare, 
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fare, their ſovereign's glory, or the caſe 
and proſperity of millions of their fellow- 
ſubjects. 


& This decree, it is ſuppoſed, they en- 
gaged ſhould oblige all the red emmets 
upon the weſtern ſide of the hillock not 
to plant or improve any lands, not to ere | 
or purchaſe any granaries, not to eſtabliſh 
any new hoards, not to tranſplant any 
timber or victuals from one colony to an- 
other, or even to the eaſt end of the hil- 
lock, without firſt engaging to pay down 
upon the nail, for the fovereign's uſe, a 
certain quantity of that ſame ſhining 
ſand they were abſolutely deprived of the 
means of procuring by the late order of 
the junto, under this plauſible pretence : 
That as the caſt part of the country had 
been put to a mighty expence in protecting 
the weſtern frontier, and driving out the 
white emmets from all their poſſeſſions and 


encroachments in thoſe parts, they ought 
oo 
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to contribute a proportionable ſhare of 
that expence ; and beſides the ſupport of 
their own interior governments and ſeig- 
niories, ſend all the ſhining ſand they re- 
mained poſſeſſed of away to the eaſt end 
of the colony, where alone they knew 
how to make a proper uſe and advantage 
of it: though at the very ſame juncture 
it was a well-known truth in all parts of 
the hillock, that the induſtry of the weſt- 
ern ants, merely from the labour of their 
ſnouts and their claws, ſupplied the go- 
vernment with at leaſt a ſixth part of all 
the expences they laid out in its ſupport, 
in all parts of the colony whatever, over 
and beſides the vaſt opportunity they gave 
the ſubjects on that fide of the hillock, 
of trading with the fruits of their induſtry, 
to their unſpeakable advantage, with all 
the neighbouring ant hillocks around them, 


In purſuance of this reſolution, adecree 


of this ſort was actually drawn up, pre- 
ſented 


#} © WY © i: © * II 


ſented to the aſſembly, and carried thro” 
with mighty little oppoſition, by the ſu- 
perior art and addreſs of the junto ; and in 


due time, by their influence, it alſo ob- 


tained the ſovereign's approbation ; they 
having ſolemnly affured their maſter that 
it was impoſſible to hit upon, or contrive 
a more effectual method of preventing 
theſe weſtern ſubjects of his from ever re- 
volting, or aſſerting their own independ- 
ency, than by obliging them gradually to 
part with all their ſhining ſand, by inſen- 
ſible degrees, and confine as much as poſ- 
ſible all the timber and grain which they 
were poſſeſſed of in their own ſtore- 
houſes ; that if they were never ſo much 
diſpoſed to rebel, they might be deprived 
of every means which are thought moſt 
ſuitable and proper for the ſupport of any 
ant colony in their diſobedience to their 
ſovereign's authority, will, and pleaſure. 


Miſled by ſuch plauſible and artful inſi- 
nuations, the ſovereign gave his royal aſ- 
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ſent to the decree, which was then con- 
firmed in the uſual ſorms; for what ſo- 
vereign is proof againſt flattery, or the art- 
ful inſinuations and reaſonings of thoſe 
about him, when they are inclined to im- 
poſe upon his judgment, and miſlead his 
footſteps ? 


Not the beſt of ſovereigns, amongſt 
you mortals, are proof at all times againſt 
the powerful magic and enchantment of 
their ſorceries. 


Not even your own preſent ſovereign, 
Eugenio, whom my brother Sylphs boldly 
declare to be the beſt and moſt humane 
of princes, would have been able to refift 
the flatteries and importunities of his pre- 
tended friends and favourites about him, 
had they been urged and enforced with 
half that unwearied vehemence and ſteady 
artfulneſs this junto of the ants made 
uſe of to influence their maſter's judg- 
ment, and enſnare his approbation to their 
deep laid and intereſted ſchemes, 

| Rut 
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« But no ſooner did the day arrive, ap- 
pointed for putting the decree into execu- 
tion in the weſt end of the hillock, than 
every place became a ſcene of public con- 
fuſion, tumult, and diſmay. Reſolved to- 
oppoſe its execution, or periſh in the at- 
tempt, the ants on that {ide kept no mea- 
ſures at all with any of thoſe officers 
who were declared executors of the de- 
cree; and the communication between. 
the two parts of the hillock being na- 
turally ſtopt by ſo violent an oppoſition, 
the ants at the eaſt end ſoon took the a- 
larm; and that not without the moſt 
weighty reaſons, becauſe they knew, and 
were perſuaded, they had no other proſ- 
peR, if the long track continued ſtopt up, 
but that themſelves and families muſt ſoon. 
be in a ſtarving condition, by thus im- 
prudently clogging aud blocking up that 
noble outlet, which they and their an- 
ceſtors before them had been at ſo much 
pains and expence to lay open, enlarge, and 
improve. 
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In ſhort, ſuch was the rage and re- 
ſentment of all the induſtrious ants; in all 
parts of the colony, that after the moſt 
violent debates, and the warmeſt con- 
teſts in the grand aſſembly of the colony, 
where chief armed againſt chief, with 
{words made of metal points, defied one 
another to the field of battle ; the cries of 
an injured people were heard, the prayers 
of the colony prevailed, and, the mild, 
beneficent, and gracious ſovereign of the 
hillock, after declaring his aſſent to the 
abolition of this moſt intolerable burden, 
was conducted by numberleſs multitudes, 
amidſt the joyful acclamations of a happy 

2ople, to his own apartment, as the true, 
affectionate, and benevolent father of the 
hillock. 


&« And it is in purſuance of the repeal 


of this decree, Eugenio, that the ſeveral 


members of any importance in the colony 
are drawing together again, as you ſee, to 
the 
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the grand aſſembly, to conſult upon the 
propereſt ways and means of repairing 
the deficiencies cauſed in the finances of 
the ſtate thereby, and warding off the fa- 
tal blow pretended to be given to the le- 
giſlative power of the ſovereign, and his 
great aſſembly, over theſe parts of his do- 
minions. 


„ By this time, it is probable, they are. 
ſeated in their reſpeCtive poſts : I will con- 
duct thee into the aſſembly ſecretly, if 
thou pleaſeſt, that thou mayeſt hear the 
ſentiments and reaſonings of this ſeem- 
ingly mean and dimunitive, but in reality 
this wiſe and politic race of animals.” 


Upon the philoſopher's expreſſing his 
deſire to be introduced, the Sylph gently 
taking him up by the tip of the ear, af- 
ter firſt ſprinkling him over with a ſmall 
quantity of the fluid he carried in his 


vial, Eugenio found himſelf inſtantane- 
ouſly 
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ouſly conveyed into the midſt of a grand ö 
aſſembly, indeed; where the Sylph, perch- 6 
ing upon a ſmall ledge in the roof, and 
ſupporting the philoſopher with his left 
hand, whilſt he pointed the fore finger of 
his right before him, ſoftly addreſſed him 


in the following manner: 4 


Thou ſeeſt, Eugenio, that tall em- 
met who ſitteth in a conſpicuous place in 
the midſt of the afſembly: he is that 
haughty overbearing emmet whom I 
pointed out to thee before in the hillock : 
his name is Meridarpax, The poſt he 
poſſeſſeth in the direction of the ſtate, is 
that of law-keeper to his ſovereign; a poſt 
of vaſt importance and conſequence to 
the welfare and peace of the ſtate, as he 
is the repreſentative of his maſter, and 
the ſole proſecutor in his name of all the 
breaches committed againſt the peace and 
quiet of the colony, by any impudent or 
impertinent emmets, whether by overt \,' 

acts 
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acts or ſecret innuendos, by public re- 
bellion or private oppoſition, either a- 
gainſt the pradice or the opinions of the 
prince, the prime lords of the colony, and 
the favourites of the ſovereign. For theſe 
important reaſons he is conſidered of very 
great conſequence to the ſupport of every 
grand operator, who is ſo happy as to ar- 


rive at the exalted ſtation of directing the 


flying horſe. 


« Obferve, alſo, that ſprightly emmet 
which ſits not far from him, He is named 
Troxartes : thou wilt eaſily know him 
again; he is the ſame induſtrious em- 
met I pointed out to thee ſome time ago. 
This chief poſſeſſeth, in like manner, a 
conſiderable place in the ſovereign's fa- 
your and the departments of the govern- 
ment, being the ſole and ſupreme judge 
in all matters relating to his maſter's own 
private eſtate and income; and in every 
diſpute which may reſpect the ſame, with 
Vox. II. . any 
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any of his fellow- ſubjects, he is autho- 
rized to judge in a ſummary way, accord- 
ing to his own diſcretion, and the high 
power and authority veſted in him, with- 
out being ſubject to the leaſt controul, 
except it be to the ſovereign will and plea- 
ſure of his own maſter, or his particular 
favourites and intimates. 


& Veſted with ſuch power and influ- 
ence, you may naturally ſuppoſe he muſt 
have great weight and authority in the 
academy; ſo large a portion of the ſove- 
reign's rents and revenues being ſubject 
to his inſpection, before they are remitted 
for the ſupport and benefit of the maſters 
and tutors thereof. This makes him an 
emmet of great weight in the adminiſ- 
tration. 


The next remarkable perſonage [ 
ſhall recommend to your obſervation, is 
that talliſh et emmet, who fits to the- 

3 right, 


he- 


it, 
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right, at ſome diſtance from the former, 
feemingly in earneſt converſation with 
fome elder ants, from whom he is now 
receiving private notes and directions for 
his conduct in the high poſt to which he 
hath lately been advanced ; that under the 
influence of his noiſe, his ſpirit, and in- 
trigues, afiſted by his rawneſs and inex- 
perience in the true conduct of affairs, 
abler and more artful heads may ſecurely 
direct the ſecret operations of the tall, 
and make themſelves compleat maſters of 
the purfe of their ſovereign lord, however 
obnoxious they may ſeem both to him 
and his people. 


His name is Hypſiboas. The poſt he 
enjoys is that of receiving, diſburſing, and 
accounting for all the ſhining ſand and 
ſcraps of paper which are granted by the 
great aſſembly of the colony, for the bet- 


ter ſupport of its peace and proſperity, 
both at home and abroad ; his office is 


C 2 | alſo 
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alſo to make out and direct all the ne- 
ceſſary ſecret exhibitions and out-goings, 
for the maintaining and preſerving the 
quiet, good temper, and good humour of 
any turbulent emmets ; who by the di- 
rection, and at the inſtigation of their ſe- 
veral malicious Gnomes, may be pert and 
ſaucy enough to perch themſelves upon 
the wheels of the government carriages, 
and clog, obſtruct, or retard their motions. 
He is alſo to furniſh all the oil which is 
neceſſary to ſoften and ſupple the harneſs 
and tackling of the machines of the aca- 
demy, that every part thereof may run 
ſmooth, clever, and with eaſe, If you 
obſerve his countenance, you may clearly 
diſcover his ſelf-importance, and the high 
ſentiments he entertains of his abilities, 
and his preſent honours and dignity, It 
is true, he hath not yet gone through all 
the academical exerciſes; but as he is 
vaſtly aſſiduous in conforming himſelf to 
its diſcipline, and ſtudying its rules with 


a the 


he 
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the utmoſt diligence, it is not doubted, 
but in due time, when he is permitted to 
mount, he will outſtrip all his predeceſ- 
ſors in ſpirit, fame, and glory, as I told 
you before he was likely to do, when I 
pointed him out to you as an imp of fame, 
in one of the private walks of the colony. 


© The next emmet of note thou mayſt 
diſtinguiſh, is ſeated at a diſtance to the 
right. He appears to be. in the prime of 
his years, and is one of the principal per- 
ſons, who, of late, have engroſſed the fa- 
vour of their ſovereign, The poſt he en- 


Joys is that of letter-writer, and the di- 


rector of his maſter's ſecret correſpond- 
ence in all the various parts of the em- 
met world. For this reaſon the emmet 
who enjoys this poſt is generally compli- 
mented with the magnificent title of 
grand-operator of the flying-horſe, as be- 
ing entruſted with the ſovereign's choiceſt 
ſecrets, and maſter of his moſt choſen 
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purpoſes and deſigns. The name which 
his fellow-ants have given him is that of 
Seutlæus. Uncertain and unſteady in his 
views and his purſuits, as I have already de- 
ſcribed him, and not to be depended upon, 

either in his friendſhips or his enmities, ? 
he hath, notwithſtanding, maintained his 
favour and reputation with his maſter, by 2 
a conſtant attention to the foibles of his 
particular favourites and intimates ; ſo that 
by a regular attachment to their uncertain 3 
tempers, whims, and humours, this moſt 
uncertain of all ants hath obtained and 
preſerved for himſelf what ought to be 
properly the reward alone of unwearied 
application, ſteadineſs, and reſolution. 


&© The next remarkables I ſhall direct 
your eyes to, are the two brother ants : 
ſee, they fit yonder together, I have in 
part unfolded their characters, whilſt 
they were ſtruggling through the hillock, 


or diverting themſelves with ſome of the 
| little 
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little dirty concerns of it, I ſhall not now 
add much more, only that their names are 
Aeichenor and Troglodytes, and that they 
are eſteemed riſing emmets in the colony, 
as being poſſeſt of thoſe particular ta- 
lents and qualifications which are eſteem- 
ed in theſe days the ſureſt guides in the 
purſuits of ambition, guile, fawning, flat- 
tery, and diſſimulation.“ 


Here the Sylph made a ſtop, as it were 
to recolle& himſelf, and point out ſeme 
more of the principal members of this 
grand aſſembly ; when his deſign was pre- 
vented by the riſing of Meridarpax, which 
firſt occaſioned a hollow confuſed mur- 
mur, and then gradually ſubſided into a 
{till ſilence, like that of the calm un- 
ruffled night ; when the chief, addrefling 
himſelf in the uſual forms to the maſter of 
the ceremonies to the aſſembly, delivered 
his ſentiments in the following terms: 


23 THE 


| | 4 "THE ANS. 
10 THE 
0 SPEECH of MERIDARPAX, 


"ITE ri with the utmoſt concern, grief, 
| | and aſtoniſhment, Sir, that I find myſelf 
| it obliged, out of my unfeigned regard for. 
1 the honour of my ſovereign, and the dig- 
nity of his prerogative, to deliver my ſen- 
timents before this auguſt aſſembly, upon 
ſuch a ſubject as is now before us upon 
this ill-fated day. Ye gods! the guar- 
dians of the emmet conſtitution | ſhall a, 
vile race of vagabonds, the off-ſcourings 
of the colony, wretches whom the hu- 
if manity of our Jaws alone have exempted 
from a molt ſhameful and ignominious 
death ; ſhall ſuch as theſe dare to fly in 
| the Hee of their allegiance to the beſt of 
|| ſovereigns, and their duty and obedjence 
' to the prerogatives of his dignity, to which 
| they owe their ſafety and protection? 
1 Shall they dare to ſet at defiance the le- 
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giſlative power of their mother- country, 
and trample under foot, with impunity, 
her moſt ſacred laws and ſanctions ? 
Wretches without principle, religion, or 
truth! ſhall they be ſuffered to counter- 
act the ſuperior wiſdom of their ſovereign's 
councils ? and whilſt with unweared ap- 
plication we are contriving the wiſeſt and 
moſt ſalutary meaſures for our maſter's 
glory, the welfare of the ſtate, and the 
ſupport of a legal and a righteous admi- 
niſtration, ſhall they with unprecedented 
impudence affront his officers, and inſult 
the majeſty of government by the moſt 
daring and flagitious acts of diſobedience ? 
And ſhall the red emmets yield their aſ- 
ſent to ſuch unheard-of inſolence of re- 
bellion ? Shall they ſuffer themſe]ves to 


be trampled upon by an upſtart mungrel 


race? Shall the foundations of their glorious 
conſtitution be ſapped and undermined by 
ſuch traitorous and inſidious practices? But 
why do I thus repeat the dreadful tale ?. 

8 why 
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why vainly lament for a cauſe that is 
ruined ? *T'is all undone. The violence 


and inſolence, Sir, which we have fo 1 
meanly and tamely ſubmitted to, are the 
moſt aſtoniſhing tokens of our deſponding 


condition. How ſhall the ruins of the 
conſtitution be repaired ? how ſhall the 
beſt of us, after what has paſt, be able to 
fecure a moment the obedience of ſuch 
inſolent and perfidious ſubjects? Have 
we not ſpent the very blood and vitals of 
the emmet conſtitution, to protect them 
in eaſe and independence from all their 
enemies? Have we not expended an al- 
moſt inexhauſtible heap of ſhining ſand, 
not for our own, but their emolument 
and ſafety? And theſe, Sir, are the re- 
turns we meet with. Our riches, our 
blood, the lives of our braveſt and our 
choiceſt emmets, have all been ſacrificed 
to encourage their inſolence, haughtineſs, 
and diſobedience. Nay, to ſuch a height 
are theſe things grown, as appears from 
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cheir late black and horrid tranſactions, 
through the conduct or connivance of in- 
ſidious traitors at home, and the more 
avowed ones abroad, that the emmet con- 
ſtitution ſhall be no more the dread and 
terror of their neighbour ants, or the 
glory and delight of thoſe who experience 
the bleſſed fruits of its mild, beneficent, 
and uncorrupted adminiſtration. If 
ever there was a time, Sir, which called 
for the patriotic ſpirit of the colony to 
vindicate the ſovereign's honour and the 
ſtate's prerogative, now or never is the ſea- 
ſon to cruſh the Hydra monſter of faction 
and rebellion, and by the moſt ſpirited 
and ſalutary meaſures convince the faith- 
ful ſubjects of his majeſty, with what zeal 
and firmneſs we can unite to ſupport his 
power and prerogative againſt all the op- 
poſition of the moſt factious traitors, and 
ſecret enemies of their happy conſtitution 


and country, 
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© The only method, Sir, we have re- 
maining to cruſh faction abroad, and to 
reſtore a legal adminiſtration at home, is 
to aſſert with ſpirit the power inherent in 
us, as the repreſentatives of 'the whole 
colony, and every part and particle 
thereof; and to convince our moſt gra- 
cious ſovereign, and all his ſubjects, that 
diſobedience and faction are our mortal 
averſion, and that we will take ſuch mea- 
ſures as ſhall be found moſt effectual to 
protect and preſerve his majeſty's realms 
from all the machinations both of ſecret 
and avowed cnemies. 


J move, therefore, that leave, Sir, 
be granted by this honourable aſſembly, to 
bring in a decree for the ſupport of his 
majeſty in the full poſſeſſion and enjoy- 
ment of his power and prerogative, eſpe- 
cially in the weſtern parts of his domi- 
nions; to aſcertain and aſſert the privi- 
leges and authority of the right noble his. 
| ; majeſty's 
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majeſty's ſecret junto of theſe realms, 
which have been ſo egregiouſly violated 
and abuſed ; to appoint ſuch a proportion- 
able ſhare of the expences of the govern- 
ment as {hall appear to the wiſdom of this 
aſſembly fitting and proper to be laid 
upon ſuch diſobedient ſubjects, towards 
the diſcharge of thoſe immenſe debts 
which have been contracted by the admi- 
niſtration here, for what? only for the 
encouragement and ſupport of their 
haughtineſs and diſobedience : that it 
be enacted by the authority of this aſſem- 
bly, that ſuch proportionable ſhare of ſuch 
expences be levied by martial law; being 
the only method left at preſent in his ma- 
jeſty's power to aſſert his ſovereignty, and 
maintain his prerogative : and that it ſhall 
be deemed and declared high treaſon, for 
any of his majeity's ſubjects at the weſt 
end of the colony, upon any pretext, to 
contradict or oppoſe the execution of any 
of thoſe orders which his majeſty or his 
council 


30 THE ANTS. 


council ſhall enforce by martial law, pur- 
ſuant to the powers inveſted in them by 
this decree,” 


Having thus ſpoke Meridarpax fat 
down, when immediately roſe up a no- 
ble chief, by name Troxartes, who ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the maſter of the cere- 
monies 1n the following terms : 


THE 
SPEECH of TROXARTES. 


«© THE learned and worthy emmet 
who hath juſt now been addrefling him- 
felf to you upon a ſubject of the greateſt 
importance to the ſtate that ever called 
forth the attention of this aſſembly, I 
flatter myſelf hath, in a great meaſure, - 
by the force of his arguments, rendered 
it needleſs for me to take up much of the 
time or attention of this honourable aſ- 
. / ſembly, 
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fembly, to convince all its members who 
have any, regard either for their prince's 
glory, or the welfare and proſperity of 
the ſtate, of the expediency of carrying 
this decree into execution in all its parts ; 
but as the ingenious gentleman hath 
chiefly confined his arguments to the na- 
ture of the prerogative, which hath been 
moſt audaciouſly violated ; and the inſo- 
lence of the ſubject, which hath been moſt 
audaciouſly defended and vindicated ; I 
ſhall, Sir, aſk pardon for preſuming a lit- 
tle farther upon your patience, to lay be- 
fore you the expediency of this bill, and 
its conduciveneſs, not only to the general 
intereſts and welfare of the colony, but 
alſo the particular intereſt and advantage 
of this eaſtern end of it, to which we 
more immediately belong. 


4 The firſt baſis, Sir, and foundation 
of all good government and well- regulated 
ſociety, eſpecially reſpecting our con- 

0 nections 


32 THE ANTS. 


nections and communications with our 
neighbouring emmets, is the ſupport and 
maintenance of good faith in all the pub- 
lic tranſactions of the ſtate, and in all 
our contracts and dealings with our neigh- 
bouring ant hillocks round about us. 


& It is the ſource of confidence and 
truſt, and opens the only generous path 
for promoting the peace and proſperity 
of the emmet world by treaties and ne- 
gotiations; for where good faith and ho- 
nour are the preliminary articles, the un- 
doubted conſequences muſt ever be, with 
neighbours of ſuch known faith and 
tried integrity as both the brown and 
white emmets have been experienced to 
be, a firm confidence in the ſincerity and 
purity of our intentions and deſigns, 
which will doubtleſs diſarm them wholly 
of their reſentment and rage at their re- 
peated defeats and diſappointments. 


« True 
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cc True generoſity of ſoul, Sir, is the 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of every red 
emmet. It hath marked their character in 
all ages of the ſtate. What can be more 
glorious than to exerciſe this ſpirit to a 
conquered enemy ? We have driven them 
from every place where-ever we have 
thought proper to attack them, until 
there is none left for us to force and drive 
them from worth our attention or con- 
ſideration, without we were diſpoſed to 
annihilate their empire, and cauſe them 


to ceaſe from being a nation. 


& A ſtep, Sir, however much in our 
power, the moſt impolitic, I dare preſume' 
to ſay, we could poſſibly take; as it 
would be to deprive us of that ſpur to our 
valour, which our neighbours, whilſt 
they continue formidable, will furniſh us 
with ; and as it would give an opening to 
that luxury and licentiouſneſs, already in- 
troduced amongſt us by our ſucceſſes, to 

Vor. II. D over- 
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overwhelm in the end our happy land, and 
deſtroy and demoliſh all our inward proſ- 
perity and peace. 

«© Mercy, Sir, to a conquered enemy 
in our power, is one of the nobleſt pre- 
cepts of our eſtabliſhed religion. It wilt 
convince the world that we have not con- 
quered through the luſt of empire, or the 
thirſt of gain; and that we had only our 
own ſecurity and fafety in our view, 
when the bravery of our troops cauſed 
our flags to fly triumphant upon the 
loftieſt and proudeſt towers of our enemies, 
It will convince them, I repeat it, that 
when that end was anſwered, and our mo- 
deration proportioned to our ſucceſſes, it 
would be no difficulty to prevail upon us 
to grant our humbled enemies not only 
equitable, but generous terms of paci- 
fication. 

ce It will bind our foes in good faith to 
us; it will moſt certainly and infallibly 

ſhame 
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ſhame them both from all ungenerous, 
artful, and ovyer-reaching conduct; inſo- 
much that a peace eſtabliſhed upon ſuch 
noble principles, and built upon ſo firm 
a foundation, muſt ſtand unbroken, I do 
not ſay for ever, but as long as the me- 
mory of ſuch a glorious tranſaction ſhall 
remain impreſſed upon an emmet's mind 
and memory. 


„For this ſalutary putpoſe, Sir, we 


_ ought to give the ſtrongeſt proofs we poſ- 


fibly can, not only of our magnanimity, 
but of our integrity, good faith, and ge- 
nerolity z to reſtrain the clandeſtine cory 
reſpondence of our ſellow- ſubjects with 
any of their ſubordinate colonies ; to em- 
ploy our utmoſt endeayours not to ſuffer 
the weſtern emmets under our. dominion, 
artfully and gradually to ſwallow up our 
neighbours wealth ; as ſuch practices 
muſt of neceſſity ſow the ſeeds of diſtruſt 
amongſt them toe ſoon, alas ! ts produce 

D 2 a moſt 
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a moſt plentiful crop of bloodſhed and de- 
ſolation, ſo carefully to be avoided by 
every thoughtful and conſiderate red em- 
met, whoſe ſoul is properly affected with 
the natural wants and miſeries of the em- 
met world. 


« Our weſtern colonies, Sir, have be- 
come exceeding powerful by our conni- 
vance; by our aſſiſtance they are become 
exceeding headſtrong. If we love our 
country, and our native hillock, it is our 
duty to put a curb into their mouths, to 


| reſtrain them within due compaſs, leſt 


they ſhould exert the power we have 
thrown into their hands in acts of violence 
and rapine, 'and by their ſecret commu- 
nications with our neighbours ſubjects, 
break in pieces that ſtrong chain of con- 
cord, which hath been forged with ſo 
much labour and fkill' to unite and link 
the rival nations together, by the wiſdom 
and ſteadineſs of the then adminiſtration z 

| = 
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kt their impetuoſity ſhould again involve 


us in another ſcene of confuſion and ex- 
pence, like that which had ſo very lately, 
for their ſecurity, almoſt overwhelmed the 
mother-colony in an inevitable bank- 
ruptcy. But why ſay I almoſt ? It had 
furely done it, had it not been prevented 
by ſome humane and bleſſed ſpirits, who 
determined it in their own minds to be 
the nobleſt meaſure that could be pur- 
ſued, to ſave as well a conquered as a 
conquering nation from immediate and 
unavoidable ruin ; by ſuch a glorious con- 
duct ſecuring to themſelves the unani- 
mous affections and gratitude of both, 


& It is a meaſure, Sir, the more ne- 


ceſlary to be purſued, as it will beſt pro-. 


mote and advance the intereſt and wel- 
fare of the mother- colony, by reſtrain- 
ing the power of this mungrel race, and 
confining their trade within juſt and mo- 
derate bounds, and by effectually guard- 
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ing againſt their inſolence, from which 
we have already felt and ſuffered ſo much: 
for by this means we ſhall check and re- 
ſtrain their independent views, keep them 
under a firm ſubjection to our miniſters at 
home, oblige them to be content with 
our ſuperfluities and our rubbiſh only, 
and compel them to convey their own, 
as they ought like dutiful and obedient 
children to do, to the ſole uſe and ad- 
vantage of their moſt indulgent parent; 
that the may be enabled, as her undoubted 
right, to engroſs all foreign traffic to her- 
ſelf, and derive to the eaft end of the co- 
Jony all the emoluments and advantages 
thereof, as ſome ſmall but inadequate 
compenſation for the immenſe heaps of 
ſhining ſand which ſhe hath expended 
for their protection and preſervation, 


« It is our duty, Sir, as the guardians 
of the emmet conſtitution, and the equal 
protectors of its laws and privileges, to 

8 oblige 
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oblige the ſubje& every where to pay his 
quota for the ſovereign's glory, and the 
protection and welfare of the ſtate. It 
is a maxim, Sir, in every well- governed 
community, that all the protected ſhould 
contribute proportionably the means ne- 
ceſſary for their preſervation ; and parti- 
cularly, that all who require a more ex- 
penſive protection, ſhould contribute the 
more largely to it. 


& For all theſe important reaſons, Sir, 
as I am perſuaded the motion now made 
before this honourable aſſembly, is the 
wiſeſt, the nobleſt, and moſt equitable 
meaſure we can purſue, and moſt ef- 
fectual for the purpoſe of protecting and 
preſerving the grandeur, majeſty, and 
ſafety of the ſtate z I cannot diſpenſe with 
myſelf from giving my warmeſt ſuffrage 
in ſupport of it in its whole extent, as the 
moſt prudent ſtep that can be taken in 
the preſent exigence, for the relief of the 
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miſeries of the mother-colony, and the 
effectual curbing and reſtraining the 


| haughtineſs and inſolence of all its un- 


dutiful and unnatural children. I there- 
fore move, that a decree be immediately 
brought into this honourable aſſembly, for 
this great and ſalutary purpoſe ; and that 


it be prepared by the learned gentleman 


who ſpoke before me,” 


Having thus ſpoke Troxartes ſat down; 
and after a ſhort filence Hypſiboas 
roſe up, and addreſſed himſelf to the ho- 
nourable aſſembly on the ſame ſide of the 
ſubject, in the following warm and ex- 
preſſive terms: 


THE 
SPEECH of HYPSIBOAS, 


«. I CANNOT avoid manifeſting the 
utmoſt ſurprize and aſtoniſhment, Sir, at 
the calm and cool method of argument- 
ation which hath been adopted by the 

gentleman 
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gentleman who ſpoke laſt, upon a ſubje& 
of ſuch high and manifeſt importance as 
.that we have at preſent under our deli- 


berations. 


© T know his abilities, and acknow- 
ledge the wiſdom, integrity, and upright- 
neſs of his views; and were the vile peo- 
ple now the ſubject of our conſideration, 
proper objects either of our mercy or our 
humanity, I ſhould moſt heartily ſub- 
ſcribe my aſſent to the lenient methods 
of ſo maſterly an hand, to reduce a re- 
bellious and a beſotted people to their 
duty and allegiance to the beſt and moſt 
gracious of ſoyereigns. 


« But is this a time for timid councils ? 
is this a time for lenient meaſures ? when 
the inſolence of a mob hath dared to ſet 
majeſty and the laws at defiance; hath 
preſumed to trample under foot the moſt 
ſacred ſanctions; and to ſacrifice the moſt 

important 


important tranſactions and papers of the 
Nate to the flames, with every aggravated 
circumſtance of ignominy and inſult that 
could be invented or contrived by the 
moſt audacious impudence ? Shall we 
look tamely on, and let it paſs ? Shall 
we, becauſe our laws pleaſe not their 
nice judging palates, ſubmit the import- 
ant deliberations of this auguſt afſembly 
to be procraſtinated and poſtponed until 
theſe inſolent, obſtinate youngſters ſhall 
pleaſe to ſignify what ſugar-plum, or 
what ſweet thing, will beſt reſtore their. 
tempers, and bleſs their mother-country 
with their returning ſmiles and good hu- 
mour ? Surely the majeſty of the red em- 
mets is not come to this | The glory of 
the ſovereign is not humbled to this mi- 
ſerable plight, that he ſhall be obliged to 
aſk his children pardon for contradicting 
their tempers, and oppoſing their plea- 
ſures ! 


, After 


on 
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&« After all the glorious atchievements 
performed under the auſpices of his go- 
vernment, and that of his glorious an- 
ceſtors, is it come to this ? Surely it can- 
not be, that this ſo great and ſo gracious a 


ſovereign muſt creep and crawl, and beg 


the people whom his wiſdom, and his 
ſubjects valour, had preſerved from ruin 
and deſtruction, would take him again 
into their favour; would forgive the er- 
rors of his ſervants, and pardon their miſ- 
taken conduct] Forbid it, Heaven, the 


protector of all wiſe and juſt princes ! No! 


Let the righteous vengeance of the na- 
tion they have thus inſulted, be let looſe 
upon them : let our carriages be repaired 
and fitted out to tranſport immediately 
a ſufficient quantity of our brave troops, 
to enforce the orders of our ſovereign, 
and to reduce the rebellious wretches 
who have dared to defy us to a proper 
ſenſe of their duty and their allegiance, 


„Let 
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% Let them feel the calamities we kave 
ſo long ſcreened them from, and from 
which, at laſt, we have relieved them; 
and when they have been ſcourged and 
chaſtiſed to a proper ſenſe of their diſ- 
obedience and dependence, it may then, 
perhaps, be time enough to deſcend to 
ſofter meaſures, and ſubmit, for their be- 
nefit, to the gentle plan of government 
chalked out by thoſe more able ſpeakers 
who have before me delivered their ſen- 
timents to this auguſt aſſembly. 


e therefore move, Sir, that, previous to 
the introduction amongſt us of any decree 
of ſuch great and manifeſt importance, a 
ſufficient number of carriages be fitted 
out to execute and inflict condign puniſh- 
ment and vengeance upon this upſtart race, 
before we admit the decree to become the 
ſubject of our deliberations ;that when their 
ſpirits have been ſufficiently humbled, they 
may ſubmit, without murmuring, to the 
intro- 
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introduction of that martial law, which, 
with the honourable gentlemen who have 
ſpoke before me on this occaſion, I think 
the only ſecure means of enforcing any 
decree, that ſhall be enacted by the wiſ- 
dom of this aſſembly, to oblige them to a 
proper ſubmiſſion and obedience to the 
orders of the government,” 


Having thus delivered himſelf with 
great vehemence and warmth upon fo de- 
licate a ſubject, Hypfiboas fat down out 
of breath; and immediately Seutlzus 
roſe up, and ſeconded the firſt propoſal in 


the following terms : 


THE 


SPEECH of SEUTLAUS. 


« ALTHO' I cannot, Sir, avoid ex- 
preſſing my ſincereſt ſatisfaction and ap- 


probation of the motion now made by 
the 
2 
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the ingenious and learned gentleman who 
ſpoke firſt, upon a ſubject of ſuch vaſt 
importance as that which now is the ſub- 
ject of our deliberations, I cannot for- 
bear, at the ſame time, declaring my diſ- 
approbation of that indecent, unkindly, 
and untimely warmth, which hath been 
diſplayed by him and the gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt upon this ſubject. 


« I acknowledge, Sir, the juſtneſs and 
propriety of an equal and a general tax- 
ation; and that every protected member 
of the emmet community, in every part 
of the hillock, ought to pay a propor- 
tionable ſhare of the expences laid out in 
his proteCtion and preſervation. 


<« I acknowledge the expediency of in- 
troducing prerogative law into the ex- 
tremeſt parts of the colony, eſpecially the 
weſtern diviſions thereof, which are the 
moſt powerful, and the moſt important 


to 
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to the welfare and proſperity of the 
ſtate, 


« Let them, in the name of God, en- 
joy their own bye- laws and privileges; 


but as they are, and ought to be, depend- 


ents upon the mother- colony, let there be 
ſuperinduced upon them, by the authority 
of this auguſt and venerable aſſembly, 
that particulat ſpecies of government 
which ariſeth from the will and pleaſure 
of the ſovereign lord, his favourites, or 
agents, Let them be ſubject and obe- 
dient to his commands, and to all the or- 
ders and decrees which all his delegates 
ſhall think right and proper, from time to 
time, to iſſue out for their obſervance, 


Let the power of theſe delegates be 
properly enforced by military weight, au- * 
thority, and influence; that ſince they 
have been ſo bold and imprudent, and 1 
had almoſt ſaid knaviſh and fooliſh, to 
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oppoſe with ſo much warmth and indiſ- 
cretion the wiſe and ſalutary meaſures of 
taxation, which we had, in our great wiſ- 
dom, contrived for their welfare, proſ- 
perity, and glory ; let them, I ſay, be 
-properly tamed and humbled by the more 
efficacious methods of diſcipline, the ſo- 
vereign's diſpleaſure, and the weight of 
military power, that they may be made 
ſenſible what bleſſings and favours they - 
have deſpiſed, by rejecting the authority 
we had eſtabliſhed over them for their 
protection, welfare, and good. 


« But then, Sir, let this authority be 
prudently adminiſtered, and this delegated 
power be mildly exerted, that at the ſame 
time their refractory ſpirits are ſcourged 
for diſobedience with all the mild ſeverity 
of an indulgent parent, they may be 
gently ſoothed thereby to a ſtronger and 
warmer ſenſe of their duty, and be gra- 
dually brought to a full and firm perſua- 


ſion, 
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on, that ſuch gentle neceſſary chaſtiſe- 
ments and corrections, though for a time 
they may ſeem not joyous, but grievous, 
are entirely calculated with a mather's 
tenderneſs and love for their ultimate 
welfare, proſperity, and happineſs. 


Let them, though they have been 
greatly diſobedient, not be frightened, 
but coaxed and flattered into their duty, 


6 therefore move, Sir, that a decree 
be drawn up, and introduced into this ho- 
nourable aſſembly, to order, direct, and 


ſpecify a certain general taxation, to be 


introduced in the proper forms, and with 
the proper preambles, into the weſtern 
part of the hillock, ſubjecting the goods, 
chattels, and eſtates of the inhabitants 
thereof, under the pains and penalties of 
forfeiture or ſequeſtration, 


„ By this means we ſhall be enabled 
to collect, raiſe, and furniſh a certain 
Vol. II. | E proportion 
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proportion of the yearly value of their in- 


come, for the neceſſary expences and exi- 
gencies of the community, over and 
beſides what they may have already aſ- 
ſeſſed upon themſelves, for the ſupport 
and adminiſtration of their own interior 
government and policy. 


«© And as their refractory ſpirits and 
tempers have ſhewn the civil power 
greatly inſufficient to enforce our laws and 
ſanctions upon them, let a clauſe be in- 
ſerted, that the ſaid propoſed taxation ſhall 
be levied and collected by a military force. 
But then, let this be exerted and exerciſed 
with” all the mildneſs and good-humour 
ſo conſpicuous in our fleets and our ar- 
mies ; and let them be cajoled with po- 
liteneſs out of every thing we think pro- 
per to lay upon them, or to exact from them: 
for thus their rugged ſpirits will be moſt ef- 
fectually ſubdued, and our ſovereign be beſt 
enabled to attain his purpoſes by the civil 
and genteel behaviour of his ſoldiers.“ 


CUT\ANnTE A 


Having ſo faid Seutlæus ſat down, 
when immediately roſe up Aeichenor, and 
with a moſt graceful and bewitching ſmile 
upon his countenance, began as follows : 


THE 
SPEECH of AEICHENOR. 


4 HUMBLY conceive, Sir, though 
ſo much hath been already offered to the 
conſideration of this honourable aſſembly 
with ſuch great propriety, weight, and ener- 
gy of reaſoning, by the learned and inge- 
nious gentlemen who have addreſſed them- 
ſelves before me upon this uncommon 
and extraordinary ſubject ; yet I aſk par- 
don for repeating a ſecond. time, that I 
humbly conceive, I can lay before the 
worthy members of 'this aſſembly ſome 
new lights, and ſome hitherto unthought 
of or unmentioned arguments, to ſup- 
port, defend, and enforce the motion al- 
ready propoſed, 
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% The government and interior policy, 
Sir, of every well conditioned commu- 
nity in this world of emmets, depends 
abſolutely, and entirely, upon the due re- 
gulation and ſubordination of all its va- 


rious conſtituent parts. 


c The body politic, like the natural 
body, is in its beſt health, and in its 
Higheſt perfection, when it enjoyeth a 
free and regular circulation of all its va- 
rious fluids and juices ; when every parti- 
cular member executes its due office, and 
properly exerts its particular power and 
capacity, ſo as beſt to promote the ge- 
neral welfare, health, ſanity, vivacity, 
and ſpirit of the conftitution. And like 
the ſame natural body, the body politic, 
when any of the main ſprings of action 
are out of order, becomes ſick, weak, 
and infirm, and in a ſtate of decay, ac- 
cording to the nature and the degree of 
injury introduced by any means into any 
of its conſtituent parts, 
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© The conſequence is, its motions be- 
gin to flag, and it acquires a liſtleſſneſs 
in its temper and ſpirits, which, if not 
removed in time, by the care and pru- 
dence of the moſt eminent ſtate-phyſicians, 
but ſuffered to corrupt and rankle under 
the abſurd and unſkilful hands of em- 
pirics, manifeſt a ſpeedy tendency to cor- 
ruption and mortification, and at laſt a to- 
tal diſſolution of the whole frame of the 
conſtitution, 


„ This, Sir, appears to have been, in 
ſome meaſure, the caſe with the emmet 
conſtitution for a conſiderable ſeaſon. 
But I hope, and flatter myſelf, Sir, that 
by a timely and -prudent application of 
the proper remedies, and a becoming uſe 
of the healing art, the diſorders of the 
Rate may be remedied, every ſymptom of 
danger that appears may be removed, and 
by a proper attention to its true erifis and 
temper, and peculiar habit, I doubt not 
E 3 but 
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but we ſhall be able, by a ſuitable regi- 
men, to reſtore complete health and ſa- 
nity to the whole frame. 


4 For if, Sir, we attend to the diſor- 
ders of the ſtate, we ſhall find the chief 
and diagnoſtic ſymptoms to be the want 
of the free circulation of the vital prin- 


ciple, main ſpirits, and animal juices of 


the conſtitution in its extreme parts. and 
members. | 


cc For want of this, the parts affected 
are ſeized with a languor and torpitude, 
which impedes the circulation, and pro- 
portionably obſtructs the motion of all 


the fluids therein; and for lack of a due 


ſecretion and diſtribution of theſe things 
from the central heart, and the main 
ſprings of motion, the nobler parts gra- 
dually become clogged with the weight 
and ſluggiſhneſs occaſioned thereby. 


*« Hence 
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Hence are produced tremblings, flut- 
terings, palpitations, paroxyſms, and all 
the whole train of ill-natured ſymptoms, 
which indicate the vehemence and ma- 

nifeſt danger of the conſtitutions, health, 
and welfare, 


«© Such appears to have been our caſe 
of late years, Sir ; I therefore humbly 
| propoſe a regular courſe of regimen and 
phyſic to be adminiſtered, with the ut- 
moſt ſteadineſs and regularity of ap- 
plication. 


«© The firſt ſtep I would recommend, 
Sir, is a proper courſe of phlebotomy and 
ſecretion, to be executed by the ſtanding 
phyſicians of the ſtate, to correct and diſ- 
ſipate the vitiated humours, already inter- 
mixed with the vital and central parts, 
and to prepare the conſtitution for a be- 
coming revulſion of the animal ſpirits. 
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& I would then recommend a courſe of 
purging phyſic, to carry off the remain- 
ing parts of the diſtempered humours, 
occaſionally uſing cauſtics, bliſtering, or 
ſticking plaiſters, according to the na- 
ture of the ſymptoms, the degrees of 
numbneſs and torpitude, and the various 
malignity which hath manifeſted itſelf in 
any of the extreme parts : and I dare pre- 
ſume to ſay, the moſt ſalutary conſequences 
will ariſe from the wiſe and prudent uſe 
of a regimen ſo plain and obvious to an- 
{wer the purpoſes of removing the diſor- 
ders and diſtempers of the ſtate, 


% move for theſe ſtrong and cogent 


reaſons, that a decree be ordered to be 


drawn up, and introduced into this ho- 


nourable aſſembly, directing the ſpeedy 


and immediate introduction of the re- 
gimen into the colony, and, particularly, 
that a large and copious phlebotomy be 


adminiſtered in any of the extreme parts, 
wherever 
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wherever it ſhall be found neceſſary, by 


the proper officers, for fear the blood 
ſhould coagulate into a putrid ſtate, and 
bring a dangerous fever upon the conſti- 
tution, which being long neglected, may 
be out of the reach of all political phy- 
fic whatſoever, to calm its fury, and re- 
ſtrain its rage.“ 


Having thus concluded Aeichenor fat 
down, when immediately Troglodytes 
roſe up to ſecond and ſupport his bro- 
ther's motion in the following terms : 


THE 


SPEECH of TROGLODYTES. 


« THE gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
Sir, hath Moſt learnedly and ingeniouſly 
diſplayed and pointed out thoſe ſtrong 
ſymptoms, which every where appear, of 
the great and dangerous diſeaſes and diſ- 

tempers 
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tempers of the ſtate, and ſeems to have 
chalked out a very wiſe and falutary me- 
thod of treating them with the beſt and 
the greateſt ſucceſs imaginable. But I 
cannot avoid imagining, that ſome ſuc- 
cedaneums may be very prudently added 
to his ſyſtem, to make the courſe more 
perfect, and the proceſs more complete. 


« He hath properly enough preſcribed 
and recommended phlebotomy, and eva- 
cuations of various forts, to remove, and 
carry off, the peccant and redundant hu- 
mours, which have, of late, ſo greatly 
endangered the health and conſtitution of 
the body politic. 


« He hath alſo, with no leſs propriety, 
propoſed the introducing a ſtrong revul- 
hon through all the parts of the conſti- 
tution, But, at the ſame time, permit 
me to obſerve, that he does not ſeem to - 
have pointed out the true method of pro- 

cedure 
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cedure in the caſe, with that exactneſs and 
perſpicuity which ought to be made uſe of 
in preſcribing for the diſeaſes and diſtem- 
pers of a decaying conſtitution, and of the 
body-politic of the red emmets. For this 
reaſon, I take the liberty of offering my poor 
opinion, that ſeveral particular proceſſes 
may be added, as very uſeful preſcriptions, 
to remedy and repair the defects already 
pointed out, which my learned brother 
hath inadvertently paſſed over, or not at- 
tended to, 


6 There are two methods, Sir, of an- 
cient and venerable practice in the world 
of emmets, which appear, from the experi- 
ence of all ages, to have been of ſovereign 
efficacy to promote the proper circulation 
and ſecretion of the animal juices and ſpi- 
rits, to enable them to throw off and ex- 
pel any accidental load of diſtemper that 
may have been contracted by any bad or 
criminal habits, 

« Theſe 


60 THE. ANTS. 


<c Theſe powerful and efficacious medi- 
cines are extremely well known in the 
learned world, and are principally of two 
ſorts, friction and flagellation. 


ce They are both alike to be uſed to the 
beſt advantage by an external application; 
the apparatus for that purpoſe is of exceed- 
ing eaſy procurement and acquiſition, and 


* the coſt exceeding trifling ; which is no 


ſmall circumſtance in 'favour of the pre- 
ſcription, as the diſtreſſed ſituation of our 
granaries renders even the minuteſt ſaving 
of conſequence to the public benefit and 
welfare, 


All that is neceſſary for the purpoſes 
of the firſt ſort, is a ſuitable apparatus of 
bruſhes of various forms, ſizes, and tex- 
ture; and of different ſizes reſpecting the 
length and ſtrength of the briſtles, which 
are to be choſen and made uſe of according 

to 
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to the nature of the diſorder in any extreme 
part, and the duration and degree of torpi- 
tude and inſenſibility in the part affected. 


In the adminiſtration of this remedy 
let the following rules be obſerved with 
care, and they will frequently effect a cure 
without any other application at all : Let 
the affected part be firſt carefully handled 
and examined; let the performer, after 


_ gently preſſing it, begin firſt with gently 


pinching and ſqueezing it, to diſcover 
where the part is moſt ſtrongly affected, 
and to find out the particular degree of ſen- 
ſibility in the patient. 


After this, having carefully examined 
all theſe previous ſymptoms, let the opera- 


tor proceed to the proceſs, by rubbing with 


a bruſh proper for the part, firſt in a gentle 
manner, gradually encreaſing the friction 
of the affected member to ſuch a degree as 


to reſtore a due circulation of the juices by 
encrea(- 
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encreaſing the heat and fire of the part, fo 
that the reſtoration of its inteſtine motion 
may ſuperinduce a proper and becoming 
degree of ſenſibility; and ſo proceed 
through every diſtempered part and mem- 
ber of the political body, till the health and 
priſtine vigour of the whole be ſufficiently 
repaired and re-eſtabliſhed. But ſhould 
the diſtemper in any part or member of the 
conſtitution be riſen to ſuch a head, and 
the ſymptoms appear ſo deep rooted and 
inveterate as not to yield to this firſt method 
of treatment, it will then be found a very 


| prudent ſtep, and the beſt you can poſhbly 


make uſe of, Sir, to proceed to the ſecond 
kind of preſcription I have juſt mentioned, 
and begin a proper and due courſe of flagel- 
lation in the following methods. 


Take a large rod, or bundle of twigs 
faſt bound up together; the beſt ſort, Sir, 
is extracted from the birch-tree, as being 
the longed; the moſt flexible and tough, 

and 
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and the beſt armed with knots at the extre- 
mities, ſo efficacious to promote perſpira- 
tion, and recover and encreaſe ſenſation to 
the diſeaſed part. As to the method of ap- 
plication, it is too well known to every em- 
met even of the meaneſt (kill in gramma- 
tical learning, to need any particular de- 
ſcription. All I ſhall add in recommend- 
ing a remedy ſo convenient and efficacious 
in removing the diſorders of the body, is 
this, that the application both in its dura- 
tion and its ſtrength be properly propor- 
tioned to the malignity of the diſtemper in 
every part of the body politic; that as fla- 
gellation, by the experience of all ages, ap- 
pears to have been the moſt approved me- 
thod of practice to tame and ſubdue the 
ſpirits, and rule effectually the tempers 
of all ſlave ants; ſo by a proper applica- 
tion of the ſame diſcipline to the diſorders 
of thoſe who pretend to aſſert their freedom 
under the emmet conſtitution, they may be, 
to their coſt, convinced of their folly and 
weakneſs, and brought by ſcourging to a 

more 
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more becoming method both of thought 
and action. 


„ For all theſe important reaſons I 
have laid before you, Sir, I humbly pro- 
poſe to this honourable aſſembly, ſince the 
political diſorders of the colony are riſen 
to ſuch a dangerous and malignant height, 
that a decree be immediately drawn up 
and introduced amongſt us, directing the 
proper ſtate-phyſicians to prepare a ſuitable 
apparatus of their ſkill, and proceed to 
their immediate attendance upon the diſ- 
tempered and corrupted parts ; and that 
they be fully authorized, by the eſpecial or- 
der of this aſſembly, to proceed without loſs 


of time both to the preſcription and prac- 


tice of every means that may be in the 
leaſt uſeful to remove and root out every 
lurking diſtemper and ill habit. And T 
humbly move, that orders be immediately 
iſſued, that their ſeveral preſcriptions and 
applications may be made with due regu- 
larity, and a becoming decency and order : 

that 


it 
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that they begin firſt of all with gently nip- 
ping and pinching any part that appears 
affected, in the moſt judicious and ſcien- 
tic manner: that they then proceed 
to the uſe of friction, and the proper appli- 
cation of bruſhes: that they be directed to 
continue or increaſe the proceſs both in 
duration and violence, according to the 
nature of the ſymptoms that preſent them- 
ſelves during the courſe of operation. 
That if the diſtemper ſhould be ſo deep 
rooted as not to yield to this milder and 
gentler method of treatment, they be or- 
dered to proceed to a ſtrong and regular 
courſe of flagellation, adminiſtring the pro- 
ceſs with a becoming attention to the ob- 
ſtinacy of the diſtemper, the ſtrength and 
ſpirit of the patient, and the craſis of its 
conſtitution. That if this treatment ſhould 
not yet be efficacious enough to overcome 
the violence of the diſorder, it be recom- 
mended to them to proceed to the applica- 
tion of all the various moſt approved me- 
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thods of revulſion, ſo juſtly eſteemed as & 
maſter-ſtroke in the diſcoveries of modern 
phyſic ; and, by a due courſe of phlebo- 
tomy, the uſe of cauſtics, paregorics, and 
emetics, gradually reſtore that free and vi- 
gorous Circulation which is the conſtant 
conſequence of a ſpare and abſtemious 
habit of body, and in conſequence thereof 
excite an agreeable titillation through the 
whole frame, to indicate a thorough ſenſi- 
bility in all the parts of the conſtitution, 


<« After this, let them be ordered to pro- 
ceed in the common methods of practice 
to carry off all remaining peceant humours 
that may lie concealed therein, till the 
whole is reſtored to its primitive ſtrength 
and vigour, 


4 Thus, Sir, ſhall we moſt effectually 
preſerve, provide for, reſtore, and main- 
tain the ſafety and weltare of the emmet 
conſtitution,” 

| Having 


w (0 &@ @ T0 


THE ANTS. 67 


Having concluded his addreſs in this 
manner, Troglodytes ſat down; after 
which there enſued a ſhort ſilence, which, 
to the ſurprize of every emmet, was inter- 
rupted by the riſing of Lichopinax, who 
addreſſed himſelf to the maſter of the 
ceremonies in the following remarkable 
manner: 


THE 


SPEECH of LICHOPINAX. 


<« I AM not at all ſurpriſed, Sir, when I 
conſider the characters, genius, and temper 
of my brother emmets, to have heard them 
ſo wittily, ingeniouſly, and artfully diſplay 
their talents in the defence of our glorious 
conſtitution, and its projected deliverance 
from all thoſe dreadful evils which hang 
over it, and threaten its entire deſtruction 
and diſſolution; ſince by their very con- 
duct upon this important occaſion, they 
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plainly manifeſt themſelves to have been 
chiefly aCtuated in all they have ſaid by 
their own ſelf intereſt, the moſt power- 

ful of all motives in a modern emmet's 

, breaſt ; or, to ſay no worſe, by a falſe and 
miſtaken pride, and an unwarrantable am- 
bition, in the various methods of diſcipline 
they have recommended as proper to diſpel 
( to ſpeak in their own quaint language ) 
the peccant humours of the ſtate, and diſſi- 
pate all its gathering tumours and excreſ- 


cences. 


gRut ſurely, Sir, our happy conſtitution 
is not in ſuch mighty and imminent dan- 
ger as theſe ſtate-empirics have ſo elabo- 
rately deſcribed, and embelliſhed with ſuch 
a profuſion of figurative eloquence, and 
the various flowers of the rhetorical art. 
It cannot be, Sir, that a conſtitution which 
hath for ages been improving, poliſhing, 
and refining, by all the means and methods 


that could be dictated and pointed out by 
| the 
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the moſt diſtinguiſhed genius and under. 
ſtanding of the emmet race, which hath ' 
been ſo wiſely framed and put together, 
and fo ſtrongly and ſecurely jointed, ſhould 
fall to pieces, and be ſuddenly brought to 
ruin and decay by one ſudden and convul- 
ſive accident: An accident I can take up- 
on me to aſſert, which might very eaſily 
have been foreſeen and prevented long ago, 
if thoſe emmets, to whoſe ſagacity we muſt 
alone impute it that it happened at all, had 
given themſelves any ſober and ſerious 
thoughts upon a matter of ſuch importance 
to the ſtate, 


Rut ſuch is the frailty of ſome ſhort- 
ſighted underſtandings, that not a few 
amongſt us are led by the falſe reaſonings, 
or the more artful influence of their ſuperi- 
ors, to abet and ſupport, as the ſole means of 
maintaining the welfare and proſperity of 


country, and exalt its glory, meaſures 
73 which 
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which are not only repugnant to the rules 
of natural juſtice, but contrary, nay dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the ſafety and even 
the exiſtence of the conſtitution itſelf ; 
meaſures the moſt abſurd and monſtrous 
that could ever enter the heads of any em- 
mets who have the leaſt ſhadow of a pre- 
tence to either civil or political knowledge, 
and which, in the end, will be productive 
of nothing elſe but the entire ruin and ſub- 
verſion of the ſtate, But why do I expa- 
tiate upon a ſubject already ſo well under- 
ſtood amongſt us, and ſo deeply felt in this 
honourable aſſembly, by the fatal conſe- 
quences of ſuch a deſtructive and ruinous 
meaſyre! The majeſty of government hath 
been inſulted ; the authority of this ho- 
nourable aſſembly bath been impudently 
called in queſtion ; the peace of the colony 
hath been broken and diſturbed in every 
part, Our carriages have been ſtopped in 


their journies; our manufactures and 


merchan- 
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merchandize have been kept ſpoiling and 


rotting in our granaries ; and for want of 
that circulation of the emmet labours 
which is ſo neceffary to the health, proſ- 
perity, and glory of the colony, the in- 
duftrious ants in all the moſt valuable and 
flouriſhing parts of the hillock have been 
reduced to poverty, and forced to ſtarve 
for want of employment. A general ſtag- 
nation of commerce hath prevailed in every 
part of the colony ; anarchy and confuſion, 
led on by poverty, diſtreſs, and want, have 
been ſcen taking large ſtrides amongſt us, 
to deſtroy, mow down, or root out that re- 
gular ſubordination of ranks and degrees 
in the colony, which is its beft ſupport, 
and its greateſt ornament and glory. 


«© To reſtore tranquility and peace, Sir, 
and re-eſtabliſh quiet and good order 
through the hillock, quite different me- 
thods of treatment muſt be purſued ; me- 
thods directly contrary to the poor, mean, 


F 4 paltry 


nA. 


paltry preſcriptions of thoſe curious doctors, 
who have been pleaſed ſo artfully and flo- 
ridly to diſplay their political talents and 
capacities for healing up or ſkinning over 
the ſore and malignant diſtempers of the 
ſtate, to remove and drive away all its pec- 
cant humours and diſorders, 


e Such ſtate- quackery, what has it ever 
done, Sir, what can it ever do but cicatrize 
for a ſeaſon the affected parts, and ſkin 
over the wounds of the conſtitution in ſuch 
a manner as to exhibit through its whole 
frame little elſe but ſcars and blotches, 
which, upon every freſh attempt either to 
remove or ſmother, ſhew under their ſur- 
face a freſh ſore, and again require the va- 
rious arts and remedies of healing, 


If the conſtitution, Sir, muſt be mend- 
ed, and ſurely our preſent condition indi- 
cates great want of cure, let us ſtrike with 
all our {kill and all our power at the root 
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of our diſorders, and put in practice every 
means we have in our poſſeſſion to reQify 
every diſtemper, and make our conſtitution 
once more the envy and the glory of the 
whole emmet race : Not by external ap- 
plications to particular parts, not by par- 
tial ſecretions, revulſions, and evacuations, 
but by a proper uſe of every internal re- 
medy that can be conceived in the leaſt de- 
gree ſuitable to reſtore its health, and en- 
creaſe and confirm its original ſtrength and 
vigour. 


Let us not content ourſelves with pal- 
liatives, but boldly lay open all thoſe diſ- 
eaſes which by unſkilful, artful, or ſelf- 
intereſted treatment have been ſuffered al- 
moſt radically to intermix themſelves with 
the original frame, and to unite fo ſtrongly 
therewith as to be of late eſteemed even ne- 
ceſſary members of the body- politic itſelf, 
and quite eſſential to the free and proper 


circulation of its juices, 
* « If 
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c If ever there was a time, Sir, when 
eyery part of this happy conſtitution was 
maintained in its full vigour and ſtrength, 
let us direct our thoughts and attention to 
that buſineſs and period of time, and exa- 
mine with all our faculties the differences 
that manifeſt themſelves in our preſent ſi- 
tuation, that we may be thereby inſtructed 
to correct every grievance that has crept 
in upon us through negligence, conni- 
vance, or art, and remave every obſtruc- 
tion that at this time cauſeth diſorder 
amongſt us, 


& In thoſe happy times when the bleſſed 
conftitution of the red emmets was well 
known and underſtood ; when its laws 
and privileges were properly revered, 
Honoured, and obſerved ; the peace, proſ- 
perity, and ſafety of the people was its 
firſt, its greateſt, and its nobleſt law, to 
which all ranks and degrees of emmets 
Paid a moſt chearful as well as abſolute 


-obedience, A ſecond noble principle 


which 
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which adorned the emmet conſtitution wag 
a proper and regular ſubordination of ranks, 
from the ſovereign to the labouring emmet, 
who maintained his family, and ſupplied 
his granary with the wark of his own 
hands. 


© The great and powerful ants conti- 
nually extended their protection to all be- 
neath them within the ſphere of their 
authority and influence, that they might 
ſeverally enjoy their pittance with ſafety, 
eaſe, and comfort; whilſt the latter, with 
grateful ſentiments, acknowledged the pro- 
tection, and chearfully contributed their 
utmoſt to ennoble their protectors, to ho- 
nour their virtues, and ſupport their dig- 
nity ; ſo that from the ſovereign himſelf to 
the meaneſt lord or patron of the moſt re- 
tired receſſes of the colony, their mild pa- 
rental government commanded reverence, 
reſpect, and love, from all beneath them; 
and all ranks being fully perſuaded of the ad- 


vantages 
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vantages they derived from ſuch humane 
and equal laws, were united in one com- 
mon bond of love, humanity, and mutual 
friendſhip, from a firm perſuaſion, that the 
general welfare coincided with the private 
good and ſecret happineſs of every indivi- 
dual, and that no conſtitution can be at 
all perfect or good where the meaneſt ſub- 
jeQ is liable to oppreſſion, or the greater 
and more powerful ones are let looſe to 
trample under foot and violate its laws and 
ſanctions with impunity. 

ce At that time it was the practice for the 
ſovercign only to acquaint his people with 
his wants, as they aroſe from ſeaſon to ſea- 
ſon, for the protection and ſupport of the 
ſtate ; and being perſuaded that it was the 


ſame thing to aſk as to receive from his tru- 


ly grateful and affectionate ſubjects what- 
ever appeared needful for the ſupport and 
glory of the ſtate, he never, when the 


public wants required their aſſiſtance, in- 
dulged 
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dulged his apprehenſions of imaginary diſ- 
treſſes ſo far as to cajole his people in or- 
der to gratify a rapacious miniſter or his 
own more rapacious minions, and perſuade 
them to give more than his real wants re- 
quired ; nor did he ever wiſh to mortgage, 
at a great and inconvenient expence, what- 
ever they thought proper to aſſign out of 
their granaries and ſtores, the more readily 
to ſupply his preſent imaginary neceſſities, 
without ever indulging a thought of ever 
again diſcharging the incumbrance, or en- 
tertaining the leaſt apprehenſion that the 
public faith could be ſtrained ſo far, or the 
thread of credit drawn out ſo fine as ſud- 
denly to ſnap in twain, ſo as to ſink this 
happy conſtitution in compleat ruin and 
deſtruction, never to be recovered from, ex- 
cept by a total and abſolute annihilation of 
thoſe immenſe incumbrances laid upon his 
ſubjects by the arts of his favourites, for 
the ſupport of their own grandeur, influ- 
ence, and power, | 
In 
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& Ih thoſe happy times, the maſtet of the 
hillock would not permit hittiſelf to be pre- 
yatled upon by the contrivahees of any 
ſuch to perſuade his happy people to bur- 
then themſelyes and their granaties with 
troubleſome and unneceſſaty loads, to 
cteate thereby ah unlimited truſt, anld a 
ſervile confidence in any of his delegates, 
to enable them thereby to rule his people 
with a rod of iron, eſtabliſhing themſelves 
and their power at the expence of their 
fellow-ſubjeRts wealth and ſtorehouſes. 


“ But alas ! whatever was the happy 
condition of the red emmets in fotmer 
times, the caſe with them at this day is de- 
plorably altered for the worſe : The chain 
of dependente and ſubordination is totally 
diſipated and broken through entirely in 
every link and every diviſion ; the com- 
mon good, welfate, and advantage of the 
colony is reduced now only to a very infe- 
rior conſideration; the Summum Bonum 

in 
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in every modern emmet's breaſt, the chief, 
the maſter paſſion which now prevails in 
their conſtitution, is to enlarge and fill 
their granaries : nay, ſo predominant is the 
luſt of gain amongſt them all, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt degree of emmets, 
that to this inſatiable paſſion, Sir, they will 
facrifice moſt readily opinion, prejudice, 
religion, paſſion, nay even fame, reputa- 
tion, virtue, and every thing elſe that was. 
formerly laudable and praiſe - worthy 
throughout the hillock, and that without 
the leaſt remorſe or anguiſh of ſoul. 


6A large and well filled granary is now- 
of infinitely more value than all thoſe old- 
faſhioned virtues and graces put together, 
which ſome ages ago we read in the hiſtory 
of the emmet world, attracted the admira- 
tion, veneration, and eſteem of all the wiſe 
and noble amongſt them. Integrity, faith, 
honour, friendſhip, private affection, all 
are nothing, all are but vanity and vexa- 
tion 
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tion of ſpirit to every red emmet who hath 
the leaſt ambition to enlarge his granary, 
or make a figure amongſt his neighbours : 
nay ſo generally, ſo univerſally hath 
the contagion ſpread, that it hath invaded 
every corner of this once happy hillock, 
and infected even the moſt retired parts of 
the colony, ſo as to become the chief, if 
not the ſole ſpring of action to emmets of 
all denominations amongſt us : it hath 
even acquired ſuch a ſtrange power, and 
aſſumed ſuch a magical influence over them 
all, as to change the colour of their veſt- 
ments, the ſhape and colour of their cock- 
ades ; nay even the complexion both of 
their bodies and their minds are ſubject to 
its predominant power, ſecret influence, 
and ſovereign ſway. 


It hath acquired the uncommon pow- 
er of changing the very political taſtes of 
all, to new mode] and new mould their 
religious as well as their civil ſentiments, 

| and 
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and opinions; to fix the ſtandards of every 
righteous, polite, and virtuous practice; 
to appoint emmets, formerly the warm 
patrons and protectors of the blue ribbon, 
as directors of the public affairs and con- 
cerns of ſuch emmets whoſe glory has 
been in a ribbon of yellow; to fix em- 
mets, who ſpurn with ſcorn at the idea of 
a Providence preſiding over the emmet 
world, at the head of the rational reli- 


gion and the religious policies of the 


ſtate. 


« So that faction being thus completely 


confounded, diſmayed, and diſcomfited, 


by the total rout and deſtruction of party 
ſpirit, Corruption might have a larger 
opening, and a more eaſy and agreeable 
acceſs amongſt us, to acquire a proper 
and becoming influence in the ſtate, as 
meeting neither contradiction nor oppo- 
ſition in her career. So that the foul 
fiend acquiring full poſſeſſion of the 
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minds and hearts of the whole colony, 
lawyers and petty-foggers becoming 
prieſts, and prieſts aſſuming the habits, 
reaſoning, and chicanery of the lawyers, 
the knights of the white roſe liſting them- 
ſelves under the banners of the yellow, 
Anarchy might reign triumphant, and 
Corruption teach all her minions to en- 
tertain this mighty truth without remorſe, 
or the leaſt ſecret ſilent ſhame and con- 
fuſion, That fhining ſand alone can conflitute 
the true and genuine happineſs of every judi- 
crous emmet's ſoul ; and that it is the ſole 
true foundation of the choiceſt and moſt 
valuable graces and virtues. 


Hence all rational, wiſe, and induſ- 
trious emmets are at laſt perſuaded by 
theſe magic wiles and arts, that ſhining 
ſand ought to be the greateſt object of 
their wiſhes and deſires, their inclinations 
and their labours, and the moſt ſuitable 
and convenient ſtuff they can be poſleſt 

3 of, 
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of, to poliſh away, or gloſs over every 
blemiſh; to colour all inequalities and 
roughneſſes, both of mind and body; to 
ſmooth and ſupple every emmet's joints, 
and communicate that influence, weight, 
and addreſs, which they think ſo neceſſary 
to complete the happineſs of every emmet 
ſoul of ſpirit. 


This univerſal principle hath intro- 
duced amongſt us all its concomitant train 
of attendants, avarice, bribery, vena- 
lity, faithleſſneſs, fraud, over-reaching, 
deceit, lying, railing, backbiting, nip- 
ping, ſcratching, and, in ſhort, every 
other ſpecies of conduct that can poſſibly 
proceed from the heart of that emmet who 
has made the glittering miſchief the ſu- 
preme duty of his foul, and a well-ſtored 
granary the ſovereign lady of his affec- 
tions, the ſpring and ſource of every tte 
regular paſhon, defire, and appetite, 
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Hence ſpring the ſhallow friendſhips, 
the ſworn enmities, the ſecret cabals, the 
open villanies, which proſper and triumph 
through all our avenues and ſettlements, 
Hence flouriſheth that envy, baſeneſs, 
detraction, and furious rage, which poi-. 
ſon the peace of private friendſhip, and 
the freedom and pleaſure of familiar in- 
tercourſes, nay even domeſtic quiet, hap- 
pineſs, and peace. 


„Hence ines brawlings and wrang- 
lings, with all their attendant miſchiefs; 
all, alas! to corrupt the vital maſs of the 
conſtitution, and, in the end, bring on 
its total diſſolution and deſtruction. 


«« The dire corruption hath extended its 
poiſons far and wide, with high and low, 
rich and poor, to proud and mean, from 
the firſt and haughtieſt ſubject of the co- 
lony to its meaneſt artizan ; all ſeem in- 
fected, and all contribute to ſpread the 
peſtilential vapour round about them. 


THE ANT. &. 85 


< Happy is it, yea, thrice happy I pro- 
nounce it, that it hath hitherto eſcaped 
theſe ſacred walls, where corruption hath 
been ever oppoſed with the nobleſt defi- 
ance, and the manlieſt abhorrence and 
deteſtation ; where no grand operator ever 
durſt preſume to extend his ſecret influ- 
ence to bribe and enſnare the unwary 
judgments of its moſt righteous and vir- 
tuous aſſeſſors. 


„To this laſt aſylum, Sir, at length 
hath fled the poor remains of virtue, ho- 
nour, public ſpirit, and the love of our 
native hilloek, ſo greatly, ſo wonderfully, 
and ſo juſtly celebrated in the ancient 
times of the emmet world; when by a 
. glorious exertion of ſuch virtues as theſe, 
Hillocks were humanized ; the manners 
of their inhabitants civilized, refined, 
and improved; the different proportions 
and aſſortments of property judiciouſly aſ- 
certained ; and wiſe and equal laws eſta- 
. G 3 bliſhed 
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bliſhed to protect and preſerve even the 
meaneſt ſubject from the encroachments 
of ſuperior power and might. 


% From hence then, as from a glorious 
center, Sir, let us exert ourſelves with 
becoming ſpirit, to ſpread and diffuſe the 
ſhining bleſſings round about us; let us 
embrace the noble opportunity to con- 
vince the world about us, that every diſ- 
tinguiſhed virtue, every true grace adorns 
us, and that we prefer not the glittering 
glories of a well filled granary to the love 
of our fovereign, of our country, and our 
fellow-emmets, Let us deſpiſe the futile 
ſuccedaneous medicines that have been ſo 
artfully preſcribed for the diſorders of the 
colony. Let us reject all ſuperficial re- 
medies, as totally ineffectual for the pur- 
poſe ; and ſhew throughout the hillock 
that we are animated, as one ſoul, with 
every grace and virtue that can adorn an 
emmet's mind, Let us begin with a ra- 
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dical and effectual proceſs, to root out all 
the ſeeds of diſtemper and diſorder from 
amongſt us, and reſtore that free and or- 
derly ſubordination of ranks, orders, and 
degrees of emmets, which ought to ſubſiſt 


through every part of our native hillock. 


© Let us manifeſt that the love of our 
colony's welfare is our greateſt and our 
ſupreme delight, to adyance and promote 
which, our wiſhes, our labours, and our 
reaſonings, fhall ever be devoted and di- 
reed ; and that every individual of us, 
without exception, have ſuch an honeſt 
and prevailing love and affection for our 
native ſoil, as to unite with one mind and 
voice to remove and baniſh all the griev- 
ances that afflict us. 


«For a purpoſe ſo amiable and excel- 
lent as this, let us begin at the foundation 
of all the miſchief, and by our authority, 
influence, and example, teach all around 
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us to root out that ſelfiſh diſpoſition 
which hath ſo greatly tainted the minds 
and the practice of all ranks and all de- 
nominations in the colony. Let us begin 
the example ourſelves, by laying by our 
bawbles, our gewgaws, and our rattles. 
Let us fell up our hobby-horſes, and begin 
each of us to treaſure up ſome few grains 
of corn, for the relief of our public ne- 
ceſſities and wants, | 


Let us, particularly, direct our firſt 
care, above all other things, to demoliſh 
that gaudy academy which hath ſo long 
attracted and enſnared ſuch numbers of 
our brethren by its falſe charms and ſpe- 
cious allurements; but, in reality, hath 
been the chief, I could almoſt preſume to 
ſay the only, ſource of our misfortunes, 
and the ſole ſpring of all our diſtreſſes. 
Let us diſmiſs from the public ſer- 
vice, with the ſhame and diſgrace they ſo 
richly deſerve, thoſe celebrated maſters 
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of diſcipline who have been ſo long main- 
tained there at an immenſe expence, to cor- 
rupt the ſpirits and vitiate the ſouls of our 
youth, to ſap the vital principles of our | 
happy conſtitution, and, in the end, to 
overturn and utterly deſtroy it. 


Let us, Sir, endeavour by our ex- 
: ample, and ſteady practice, to teach all a- 
round. us to baniſh from their granaries 
all marks of luxury, extravagance, and 
wantonneſs. Let us teach the labouring 
emmets all around to excel in juſtice, di- 
ligence, induſtry, and frugality ; and let 
us make it a choſen point with us all to 
encourage them in the acquiſition and ex- 
erciſe of theſe virtues, by effectually ſe- 
curing to them a becoming proportion of 
the fruits of their labours. Let us with 
the utmoſt deteſtation and abhorrence, 
avoid the horrid practice of ſtripping*our 
dependents and our vaſſals, and the la- 
bouring emmets, of every ſort of all their 

ſuperfluities, 
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ſuperfluities, and plundering their gra- 
naries from time to time, for the only 
purpoſe of encrealing our hoards, or gra- 
tifying our extravagant, luxurious, and 
licentious humours, and ſupporting and 
maintaining the moſt egregious follies. 


«© By our own ceconomy and wiſdom, 
tet us introduce plenty into every part of 
our native hillock, and teach our depend- 
ents with becoming pleaſure to contribute 
their ſeveral proportions to the fame happy 
purpole. 


Let us then proceed to extend the 
fame virtues to the management of the 
public granary and treaſure, retrenching 
with the utmoſt care all ſuperfluous lux- 
ury and extravagance there; ſuppreſſing 
all ſecret frauds, deceits, and impoſitions, 
both in the payments and receipts thereof 
and honeſtly applying every thing allowed 
by the great council of the colony to the 

true 
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true purpoſes for which it was deſigned, 
and no other, without the leaſt treachery 
or guile. 


“ But above all other things, permit me, 
Sir, to recommend it as the moſt ſalutary 
meaſure that can be purſued for the true 
happineſs and glory of our native hillock, 
that we immediately take down and de- 
ftroy the windmill, as the moſt pernicious 
contrivance that ever was invented to en- 
creaſe and enlarge the public expences, 
and aggravate the burthens and diſtreſſes 
of the tate. 


Let it be demoliſhed to atoms imme- 
diately ; let it be committed to the flames, 
and the aſhes of it diſperſed and ſcattered 
abroad at the pleaſure of the winds to every 
quarter of the emmet world ; for when- 
ever this is effectually done, I dare preſume 
to propheſy, that our conſtitution ſhall 
then recover her ancient vigour, We ſhall 

| then 


— — 


ä—ͤZ—  <—— ũ — 


— ——— —Uä—6—— — — 


| 
| 
| 


92 THE ANTS. 


then have no occaſion to lay conſtantly 
heavy burthens upon the induftrious em- 
mets, who are both the ſupport and bul- 
wark of our country's ſafety, and our glo- 
ry. We fall then never find ourſelves 
under the diſagreeable neceſſity of purſuing 
arbitrary, artful, or unconſtitutional mea- 
ſures, to ſupply the pretended wants and 
neceſſities of the colony : and by thus re- 
trenching and lopping off all the political 
luxuriances that have drawn out the vital 
ſap of the colony for the ſupport of them- 
ſelves, we ſhalt be enabled to make ſix mil- 
lions of wheat and barley grains ſufficient 
to anſwer the purpoſes to which eighteen 
millions have been propoſed to be employ- 
el, under the guidance of an artful, ſelfiſh, 
or corrupted adminiſtration. 


«© Thus will the public wants and ne- 
ceſſities be exceedingly leſſened ; the real 
calls and occaſions of the colony be readily 
furplied ; the ſafety, peace, and proſperity 
£Ba. of 
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of every part wiſely provided for, maintain- 
ed, and preſerved ; and all be united in one 
ſteady univerſal contribution from their 
own ſeveral induſtry to the public wealth, 
health, and aggrandizement; and all enjoy 
as their juſt reward, a proportionable ſhare 
of the fruit of their labours, for the en- 
creaſe of their own private comfort, proſ- 
perity, and happineſs, and the great im- 
provement of their domeſtic eaſe and peace. 
And by thus taking away all unneceſſary 
incumbrances, we ſhall be put into the beſt 
methods we can fall into, to remove thoſe 
various heavy clogs which lie like a dead 
weight upon our trade and commerce, 
chiefly ariſing from unreaſonable and exor- 
bitant taxes and impolitions ; ſo that every 
track of communication being laid open, 
plain, and free, our intercourſes may be en- 
larged, and our commerce improved to 
ſuch a degree as to encreaſe the natural te- 
venues of the ſtate in ſuch a large and diſ- 


tinguiſhed manner, as to enable them, with- 
out 
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out other aſſiſtance, fully to ſupport the 
eaſe and ſtability of government, the true 
grandeur and glory of the fovereign, and 
produce at laſt the complete recovery and 
health of the ſtate. Let us then trifle thus 
ſhamefully no longer, but proceed to de- 
moliſh without the leaſt remorſe or regret 
theſe wretched ſuperſtructures, and root 
out thoſe dreadful excreſcences, which have 
ſo vilely and baſely deformed, perverted, and 
_ corrupted the true and wiſe maxims and 
laws of the colony. | 


Let induſtry be rewarded, ceconomy 
of the right ſort be encouraged ; let that 
boaſted academy be reduced to aſhes ; let 
the ſhameful windmill, the cauſe of all our 
ſorrows, be deſtroyed and given to the 
winds ; let all private ſelfiſhneſs be baniſhed 
from our colonies and hearts ; for then I 
pronounce we ſhall again, Sir, ſee happy 
times; and each emmet, even of the mean- 
eſt degree, poſſeſs his little hoard and gra- 
nary in joy, ſecurity, and peace.“ 
Warmed 
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Warmed with theſe patriotic ſentiments. 
the chief ſeemed deſirous to expatiate at 
large upon the means of rectiſfying and re- 
moving the peccant humours of the ſtate. 
But the novelty of his propoſitions, and, 
the unheard of audacity of his views, ſud- 
denly excited fuch a confuſed noiſe and tu- 
mult amongſt the members of this auguſt 
aſſembly, and eſpecially the friends and 
partizans of thoſe doughty chiefs who had 
ſo warmly delivered their ſentiments on the 
other ſide the queſtion, and had been ſo 
ſeverely treated by Lichopinax, that his 
voice was ſwallowed up in the dire confu- 
ſion, and he found himſelf obliged to fit 
down, however abruptly and againſt his 
will, in ſilence. 


The ſovereign being immediately in- 
formed of the violent tumults, diſorders, 
and diſturbances that diſtracted the coun- 
cils of the aſſembly, immediately diſpatch- 
ed his orders by the proper officers, to diſ- 

| ſolve 
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ſolve the aſſembly, and command them al 

to retire in ſilence and quiet to their reſpec- 
tive homes and granaries, till he, in his 
royal wiſdom, ſhould think proper to iſſue 
out a freſh ſummons, commanding their at- 
tendance at the grand council of the colony. 


Whilſt the aſſembly were ſeparating to 
their reſpective homes, in obedience to this 
command, the Sylph addreſſed Eugenio 
with a ſmooth and ſtill voice and accent in 
the following terms : | 


c Thou ſeeſt, mortal, the varied confu- 
fions and diſorders which, by the indul- 
gence of inordinate and irregular paſſions, 
are introduced into the emmet world, to- 
diſturb its tranquility, perplex its policies, 
and deſtroy its peace. Thou canſt not 
have avoided obſerving, in the courſe of 
thoſe debates which I have introduced thee 
into the hearing of, how artfully the great 
and mighty emmets of the hillock can ſhel- 

ter 
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ter their ambitious, haughty, ſelfiſh, and 
ſelf-intereſted deſigns under the ſpecious 
coverings of the royal authority, the ſove- 
reign's glory, and the welfare of the em- 
met world and ſtate. 


Hou ſpecious do their reaſonings ſeem 
to be! But to an impartial mind, and a 
ſound underſtanding, how futile muſt all 
their arguments appear ] as the only point 
they aim to carry is to accumulate freſh 
loads upon that burthen which has been 
very long too heavy for the conſtitution to 
bear, without tottering and trembling, 
and at laſt ſinking under the intolerable 
weight. 


a What a melancholy thing muſt it ap- 
know to be a good one, and which, if thou 
wilt perſevere to obſerve my direftions, 
will ever maintain and improve in g 
neſs) to reflect that the beſt and moſt 3 

Vor, II. H | ficent 
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ficent of all the ſovereigns of the emmet 
world ſhould be compelled to repoſe a con- 
fidence in the moſt artful, intereſted, and 
defigning people of his vaſſals: that the 
neceſſities of the ſtate ſhould oblige him to 
conſult or truſt ſuch ſort of emmets chiefly 
whoſe main view ever is to enlarge their 
granaries out of the public ſpoils, and by 
every means of private oppreſſion, violence, 
and rigour in their power, to enſlave all 
ranks and degrees of their fellow- ſubjects, 
and plunder them of thoſe various privileges 
and comforts which it is his conſtant wiſh 
and glory to communicate and enſure, 
even to the meaneſt emmet in the hillock. 


% How muſt his good, gracious, and be- 
nevolent ſoul be diſtracted, whenever he is 
told, that by the ſecret machinations of the 
falſe-hearted people about him, he is un- 
warily made the innocent means of diftreſs 
and miſery to any of his ſubjects; and that 


his ſacred name hath at times been profti- 
tuted 
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tuted to ſupport tyranny, ambition, ava- 
rice, cruelty, nay, and even the treachery 
and falſhood of his own immediate ſer- 
vants ! 


Oh, Eugenio, my heart yearns within 
me for his happineſs and his true glory 
as the father of his country 


«© May the Supreme Governor of the 
world ſhed his benigneſt influences upon 
his head, and enable him to expel at all 
times from the foot of his throne, and the 
radiance of his favour, all ſuch falſe- 
hearted emmets as ſhall ſecretly conſpire to 
pervert his moſt benevolent and moſt gra- 
cious purpoſes in ſuch a dreadful manner, 
to the ruin, deſtruction, and miſery of ſuch 
numbers of his ſubjects ! 


But hold, Eugenio ! a gleam of light 
beams in upon my ſoul, and on a ſudden I 
feel myſelf inſpired with the nobleſt hopes 

H 2 and 
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and proſpects that our united prayers and 
petitions to the Great Sovereign of the ant 
creation ſhall not be fruitleſs ; for ſee, 
Eugenio, yonder goes that ſecret choſen 
band whom neither rods, nor whips, nor 
ſcourges can intimidate ; whom no bribes 
can biaſs to relinquiſh the real intereſts, or 
forget the real welfare of their native hil- 
locks. Not all the ſecret machinations of 
thoſe whom thou ſeeſt caballing in a ſecret 
corner, to overturn or elude their patriotic 
ſchemes and deſigns, ſhall have the leaſt 
efficacy or effect, whilſt they continue 
united in the glorious cauſe, and animated 
with a warm and ſtrong affection for vir- 
tue, integrity, honour, and the love of their 
fellow-emmets and their native ſoil. 


& Inſpired with ſuch glorious ſenti- 
ments, they will continue cloſe combined 
together, to re-eſtabliſh the ſhattered con- 
ſtitution, to reſtore life to the decayed and 
mortified parts, and health to thoſe which 

are 
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are infected and diſeaſed ; to root out and 
expel in time its other dangerous humours 
and diſorders, and teach their fellow-em- 
mets to know and underſtand theſe great 
and momentous truths, That however ſel- 
fiſhneſs, knavery, bribery and corruption, 
pride, inſolence, haughtineſs, ambition, 
cruelty, and the whole catalogue of vices 
may debaſe a people, and reduce to the 
brink of deſtruction the beſt ſyſtem of go- 
vernment and ſociety ever known in the 
emmet world; yet diſintereſtedneſs, ge- 
neroſity, public ſpirit, true and unblemiſh- 
ed honour and faith ſhall ſave a ſtate from 
ruin; and prudence, œconomp, piety, re- 
ligion, and private virtue, ſhall again raiſe 
and reſtore its glory, and enſure to it a 
return of its original happineſs and per- 
fection. | 


« Obſerve that tall, lender, well-look- 
ing ant, Eugenio, whom thou ſeeſt at the 
-H 3 head 
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head of their conſultations ; remark the 
openneſs of his countenance, and the frank- 
neſs of his air and mien; obſerve the oblig - 
ingneſs of his deportment to all beneath 
him. That emmet, though diſtinguiſhed by 
the higheſt and nobleſt advantages both of 
honour, birth, and fortune, derives neither 
grace nor glory from ſuch external, adven- 
titious circumſtances ; but by the noble- 
neſs of his own ſoul, and the magnanimity 
of his own heart, riſeth ſuperior to the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed honours, and reflecteth 
a luſtre upon that very grandeur and dig- 
nity which is eſteemed to confer upon ſuch 
numbers of his fellow-emmets of a meaner 
caſt, not only all the temporal honours and 
dignities they aſſume to themſelves, but 
alſo a fancied idea of a godlike frame and 
exiſtence, without which to ſupport, them, 
they would ſuddenly fink down to the moſt 
contemptible ſituation that can poſſibly be 
imagined ta exiſt in the world of emmets. 

« Such 
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& Such is the diſtinguiſhed ant ſelected 
by the hand of Providence to be the guar- 
dian and ſaviour of his country. Behold 
his companions ; obſerve how the glorious 
ſpirit of liberty and freedom beams in their 
eyes, and illuminates their countenances, 
ſo vaſtly reverſe to the gloomy aſpects of 
thoſe ſelf-intereſted emmets whom thou 
mayſt diſcover ſkulking in corners, and 
caballing together to recover their loſt gra- 
naries and hoarding-places ; whoſe minds 
are animated by the worſt diſpoſitioned 
Gnomes that are permitted to harraſs 
and infeſt the emmet world and conſtitu- 
tion; whilſt, as thou plainly ſeeſt by that 
faculty which I have conferred upon thee, 
my brother Sylphs are, with the utmoſt joy 
and pleaſure, fluttering round their choſen, 
their beloved charge; animating their ſpi- 
rits, enlarging their ideas, directing their 
judgments, and aſſiſting them continually 
in every mental improvement which has 
the leaſt tendency to adorn their favourites, 
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or ſpread the bleſſings communicated to 
them far and wide around them. 


4“ Rejoice with me, Eugenio, at the 
delightful proſpect now before thy eyes, 
and join with me in the beſt, the warmeſt, 
and moſt ardent wiſhes for the proſperity 
of every ſalutary deſign and ſcheme 
which they ſhall encourage, or reſolve to 
put in: execution, for the, reſtoration of 
the public "tranquility, the glory of the 
ſovereign, and the welfare of the ſtate ; 
for the leſſening and diminiſhing the pub- 
lic wants and diſtreſſes, and enlarging the 
means they are contriving to relieve the 
indũſtrious ants from thoſe dreadful bur- 
dens, ſo enormouſly accumulated by ſhal- 
low, ſhort-ſighted, . rapacious, and cors 
rupt directors and adminiſtrators, 
May they, whilſt they are gloriouſly 
employed in relieving the diſtreſſes of the 
ſtate, be ever inclined to direct their be- 
nevolent 
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nevolent attention to the eaſe, the com- 
fort, peace, and quiet of every individual 
deſerving emmet, within the ſphere of 
their obſervation |! 


„May their fouls abhor the favourite 
ſyſtem, now ſo much in faſhion amongſt 
their adverſaries, of wrapping up their 
vaſſals and dependants, like ſo many mum- 
mies, in ſwaddling-clothes ; and ghen by 
means of artful. and dexterous agents, 
writhing and twiſting them, when thus 
enveloped, into all ſhapes and forms, till 
they conſtrain them to promiſe to ſhed 
every drop of blood and ſweat in their bo- 
dies, for the ſupport of their maſter's ex- 
travagance and inſolence, without a mur- 
mur, or the moſt ſecret groan ! 


«© May the hearts of this choſen band 
be humanized by a nobler ſtrain of mo- 
dulation than theſe modern times can 
ſeem to boaſt of ! May they rejoice to ſee 

their 
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their vaſſals flouriſh in plenty, proſperity, 
and eaſe! May they take pleaſure, at all 
times, in encouraging their induſtry, by 
ſecuring to them the juſt reward of all 
their toils and labours; and may the glo- 
rious ſyſtem of mutual affection, con- 
nexion, and dependence, which formerly 
was the nobleſt bulwark of the emmet 
conſtitution, be again reftored | May the 
patron gnd the vaſlal, in every corner of 
this happy hillock, be both devoted from 
the nobleſt motives to the intereſt of li- 
berty and their country's welfare, and 
ſteadily united in a reciprocal law and af- 
fection for the mutual ſupport of one 
another; the vaſſals gratefully acknow- 
ledging the patrons generous protection 
and munificence, by all thoſe ſervices that 
are ſuited to their ſtations, and becoming 
their conditions ; and the patrons by their 
humanity, generoſity, and beneficence, 
protecting their dependents in the ſecure ' 
and peaceable enjoyment and poſſeſſion 

of 
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of their diminutive granaries and ſtore- 
houſes ! 


May they never ſuffer that blood- 
ſucking generation of horſe-leeches, which 
have, of late years, fo ftrongly attached 
themſelves to every great and powerful 
emmet, and now begin to be conſidered 
as even neceſſary not only to their com- 
fort but their exiſtence, as neceſſary as 
their beſt and moſt inward clothing, be 
no longer let looſe to bite, ſcratch, and 
devour their inferiors without remorſe 
and without mercy ! 


May they have the ſpirit to keep all 
ſuch continually chained up, and curbed 
with bit and bridle, as evil, but neceſſary, 
implements, to whip and ſcourge the pro- 
fligate and abandoned emmets only, and 
reduce them again by diſcipline to their 
diligence and their duty ! But may they 
ſuffer no leech to come near the honeſt, 
| 4 upright, 
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upright, and induſtrious emmet, to break 
up his granaries, to ranſack his hoards 
and his ſtores, to plunder away the fruits 
of his induſtry, and ſuck out, at laſt, his 
vital blood, to gratify his own private ma- 
lice and rancour, hatred and ſpleen, or + 
for ſome ſecret ſelfiſh views of his own, 
to oppreſs and cruſh the leaſt induſtrious 
emmet in the hillock |! 


« May a mutual intercourſe of good 
offices between the high and the low, 
the rich and the poor, make all ſuch 
vermin an unneceſſary burden, and 
thereby cement the peace and tran- 
quility of ſociety, that all may unite 
in the noble practice of enlarging their 
granaries by honeſt and virtuous me- 
thods alone; to open, extend, and en- 
courage every track of communication 
with the different parts of the hillock, by 
the moſt upright, faithful, and honour- 
able dealings ; to eſtabliſh commerce upon 

its 
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its true foundation, a mutual attention to 
the various, real, or artificial wants of one 
another, without cozening, over reach- 
ing, biting, and nipping ; and ſcorning 
to aggrandize their native hillocks, them- 
ſelves, their granaries, or families, at the 
expence of public or private faith, honour, 
and integrity ! 


« May they, according to the expreſſive 
language of the black emmets, their 
friends to the weſtward, brighten up the 
chain which links them together in mu- 
tual love and friendſhip, by every act of 
generofity and beneficence, and a conſtant 
intercourſe of all good offices, that can 
endear them to one another as fellow- 
ſubjeas of the ſame mild and gracious 
ſovereign | that the bleſſings of this 
happy conſtitution may be preſerved un- 
touched, entire, and uncorrupted ; and 
the benign ſpirit of true and generous 
freedom of ſoul, with all its genuine con- 

ſequences, 
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ſequences, may be delivered down in the 
moſt generous manner, and effectually 
ſecured, even to the lateſt poſterity; that 
the mild ſovereign who now rules the 
colony, may not wear a crown of thorns, 
through the perverſeneſs, vice, villany, 
or knavery of his ſubjects ; but by their 
integrity, benevolence, and public ſpirit, 
may it ever be adorned with the moſt pre- 
cious of all jewels, jewels infinitely ſu- 
perior in value to the glittering emerald 
or the ſparkling diamond, the precious 
jewels of peace, tranquility, and proſ- 
perity ; and the poſſeſſion of that greateſt 
of all glories, that nobleſt of all cha- 
racers, the being the mild and gracious 
father of a happy, quiet, and a grateful 


people. 


Such, Eugenio, are, or ought to be, 
the ardent prayers and wiſhes of every red 
emmet, who is true to his principles, and 
affectionate to his country; and ſuch, I 

truſt, 
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truſt, are the choſen band ſelected out by 
Providence to ſave and redeem a ſinking 
nation; notwithſtanding the difficulties 
which will be thrown in their way by 
the ſecret machinations of traitors, and 
ſuch falſe-hearted ants as will ſacrifice 
every thing to their pride, their avarice, 
and their luſts, It is eaſy for me to ſee all 
their difficulties : I hope it will be no leſs 
eaſy for me and my brethren to obviate, 
and remove them all. Let me point out 
ſome of them to thee, Eugenio, Obſerve 
their private cabals, they are too plain 
and obvious to be concealed : they are 
even at the preſent moment gathering in 
corners, and rallying their routed ſtrength 
to counteract and overthrow the judicious 
deſigns of their opponents, whom they 
opprobriouſly term (tho*' with the greateſt 
injuſtice) their ſupplanters in the favour 
of their ſovereign, and the government of 
the colony. 


& Obſerve 
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«© Obſerve that knot of emmets fo cloſe 
knit together, in a retired corner; they 
are the chiefs of the cabal. Grieved for 
the loſs of their ſecret hoards, which are 
now intended to be laid open for the be- 
nefit and emolument of the public weah, 
they are at this moment ſetting every en- 
gine at work to pull down and demoliſh 
the ſtructure which public virtue is now 
raiſing for the protection and defence of 
the colony, and concerting every ſecret 
contrivance in their power to ſap its found- 
ation, and totally overturn it, to the entire 
ruin of it all, 5 © 


«© I know, Eugenio, thou loveſt thy 
own country, and moſt fincerely wiſheſt 
its fame, welfare, and glory, I will take 
thee nearer, that thou mayſt the more 
clearly ſee by the conduct and behaviour 
of ſuch pernicious emmets as theſe are 
before thy eyes, what dreadful conſe- 
quences muſt, even amongſt thy fellow- 
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beings, ariſe from ſheltering ſuch harpies 
in the boſom of government, whoſe chief 
happineſs conſiſts in the deſtruction of 
order, the perverſion of truth, and the 
total confuſion of all faith, principle, ho- 
nour, and virtue. When ſuch are ſuffered 
to preſide and attend at your councils, and 
thruſt themſelves into the moſt awful and 
ſolemn afſemblies of your people, what 
can ye expect, except anarchy, diſorder, 
tumult, treachery, both private and pub- 
lic, rapine, peculation, and every other 
vice which can infect a nation where 
wickedneſs is not only connived at, but 
permitted to reign in high places, and ſuc- 
ceſsful villany to ride triumphant thro? 
your ftreets ? 


* Obſerve that knot of emmets yonder, 
how cloſe they are knit in conſultation 
together.—But hold, Eugenio, I will carry 
thee a little nearer yet, that thou mayeſt 
be made fully ſenſible to what a ſuper- 
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lative degree the malice, inſolence, and 
pride of an emmet's mind is capable of 
being carried, when hurried on by the 
heats of paſſion, and the wild, irregular, 
and unmeaſurable ſallies of ambition and 


revenge. 


<«« See, they are even now flattering 
themſelves, that notwithſtanding the ſeem- 
ing appearances againſt them, the ſyſtem 
they have ſo artfully reared, and ſo long 
ſupported, and which hath been ſo ably and 
ſo wiſely contrived to enſlave the whole co- 
lony ; (not to the ſovereign, Eugenio, no, 
there is no fear or danger of that, but to 
themſelves, who have made and created 
themſelves and their minions, by the ſyſtem 
of corruption introduced and eſtabliſhed into 
all parts of the hillock for a generation paſt, 
the neceſſary governors and directors of the 
ſovereign's noble and beneficent ſpirit) will 
effe& the execution of the ſecret, private, 
7 partial, 
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partial, and intereſted ſchemes of their own 
narrow, contracted ſpirits, They ſeem 
aſſured, that the weight of debts ; the 
knavery of contracts; the love of tyranny 
in the inferior departments of the ftate ; 
that univerſal, unmeaſurable ſelnſhneſs fo 
ſucceſsfully fixed in the hearts of all the 
red emmets, of almoſt every rank and de- 
nomination ; that venality which is the cer- 
tain conſequence of immoderate ſelfiſhneſs ; 
that corruption which is the favourite 
daughter of luxury and Juſt ; the frequent 
uſe of the gaming-tables which are in 
faſhion amongſt the wealthy emmets, as 
much as among you mortals of a nobler 
caſt ; the ſudden neceſſities which even the 
great are ſometimes reduced to by a run of 
ill fortune, or the ſuperior management of 
a ſet of ſharpers artfully combined toge- 
ther to effect their ruin; all theſe dread- 
ful diſeaſes and diſtempers of the body- 
politic they deem their ſheet - anchor; 
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and upon the continuance and progreſs 
of theſe evils and vices they build their 
choiceſt hopes, that notwithſtanding all 
the efforts of the juſt and righteous 
patriots of the colony, notwithſtand- 
ing their diſintereſted ſchemes and ſalu- 
tary deſigns for the reſtoration and main- 
tenance of public faith, public peace, and 
public proſperity, their patience ſhall have 
its perfect work at laſt; they ſhall ſee, and 
that ere long, the utter downfal and de- 
ſtruction of thoſe airy phantoms which the 
falſe glaſſes of philoſophy have transform- 
ed into real ſubſtances, and repreſented as 
the greateſt bleſſings of the emmet world, 


They truſt to the natural depravity of 
the emmet-heart for the ſpeedy reſtoration 
of themſelves and their minions, with a 
ſeven-fold luſtre, to the throne of power ; 
and that every effort which liberty and free- 
dom may make to re-eſtabliſh themſelves in 


the hearts of the emmet world, ſhall the 
more 
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more largely contribute to their own glo- 
ry, grandeur, and aggrandizement, by lay- 
ing theſe their moſt mortal enemies open 
to more cruel and deadly ſtabs; and thus 
enable them more effectually to fink them 
all ſo deep in the pit of deſtruQion, as ne- 
ver to riſe again to counteract their 
ſchemes, and diſappoint their views of raiſ- 
ing themſelves to the pinnacle of fame and 
grandeur, and diſplaying their glories as the 
wanton, lordly, abſolute tyrants of the red 
emmet world, 


e Secretly animated with ſuch baleful 
proſpects, they fit patient and gloomy, 
brooding over the deſtruction of the colo- 
ny, flattering themſelves in ſecret, that the 
time ſhall ſpeedily arrive when they ſhall 
ſpurn their enemies from their patriotic 
heights, and trample under foot all their 
Utopian ſchemes of reformation ; at pre- 
ſent contenting themſelves with ſecret- 


I 3 ly 
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ly counteracting their deſigns, counter- 
working their views, and artfully under- 
mining the principles of faith, truth, inte- 
grity, honeſty, generolity, and religion, 
originally implanted in every emmet's 
breaſt, by preſenting to their view the glit- 
tering appearances of ſhining ſand, as the 
ſole foundation of virtue, religion, happi- 
neſs, and glory, and as the Summum Bo- 
num or chiefeſt good of every emmet's 
ſoul. But hope and truſt, Eugenio, that 
all their malicious and flagitious ſchemes 
and counſels ſhall be diſappointed and de- 
feated, and return. with the trueſt juſtice 
and ſevereſt vengeance upon their own 
heads, and that he ſupreme governor of 
the emmet race will defeat all their machi- 
nations, and empty the vial of his ven- 
£cance upon them, to make them ſignal ex- 
amples of the fatal effects of rapacity, co- 


vetouſne s, pride, unmeaſurable ambition, 
and 
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and inordinate ſelf- love: And that ſo long 
as there ſhall be a righteous ſovereign up- 
on the throne, and ten righteous men 
in his realm, the happy conſtitution ſhall 
preſerve itſelf in the midſt of the moſt vio- 
lent agues and convulſions ; that it will 
naturally ſhake off its peccant humours, 
and the Salus Populi ſhall be its ſalvation. 


« If thou loveſt virtue, Eugenio, thyſelf, 
and thy country, join with me in the wiſh ; 
for as ſure as public virtue, integrity, be- 
neficence, and generoſity of ſpirit, exalt a 
nation and make a people happy, ſo ſurely 
will the contrary and oppoſite vices gradu- 
ally bring on the deſtruction of all peace, 
order, and proſperity, in every community, 
whether it be in the world of emmets, or 
a ſuperior order of exiſtences, ſuch. as hu- 
man nature boaſts and prides itſelf to be.“ 


Here the Sylph concluded his harangue; 
and taking the philoſopher up as he had 


done 
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done before, he ſuddenly tranſported him 
to the ſame place from whence he brought 
him ; and ſignifying that he had received 
the orders of his ſuperior to leave him to 
himſelf and his own reflections for a ſeaſon, 
he gently ſer him down, and then imme- 
diately vaniſhed out of his ſight. 


The philoſopher recollecting the hillock 
juſt under his feet, and enraged at the 
dreadful picture the Sylph had drawn of 
that depravity and corruption which had 
invaded and filled the minds of a particular 
cabal of the red emmets againſt the inno- 
cent, the quiet, and peaceable parts of the 
colony ; and being fully ſatisfied, that they 
were ſo exaſperated at the late overthrow 
of their meaſures as to ſtick at nothing 
which fury and rage could inſpire, to put 
their deſtructive ſchemes into full and com- 
pleat execution ; rouzed with reſentment 
at their dire attempts, and warmed with a 
fervent zeal for the protection of the wor- 

0 thier 


THEE ANF. 121 


thier and more beneficent part of the hil- 
tock, he determined to cruſh all their 
wicked deſigns in the bud, and by one daſh 
of his foot, to root out and totally anni- 
hilate ſuch a vile and abandoned race; 
when immediately advancing to ſtrike his 
foot againſt that part of the hillock, with a 
view to extirpate without exception every 
noxious ant, he gave it ſuch a violent 
blow againſt one of the bed-poſts as awa- 
kened him out of a profound ſleep, when 
the philoſopher found, that all the buſy 
ſcenes which had ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed his 
imagination were ideal only, and the 
whole rhapſody but the Phantaſm of a 
Dream, 


EBT. 
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Page 14, line 7. for meta! read nettle; p. 19, I. 11. for 
Hall read flate ; p. 54, I. 17. for beart read beat; p. 6g, 
I. 20. add their; p. 69, I. 21. for exalt read exalting ; 
p- 81, 1. 10. for rational read national ; p. $3, I. 18. for 


duty read Deity ; p. 107, I. 10. add to. 
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